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Director’s Report

Happy anniversary!!!
The Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) is celebrating
our 50th anniversary in 2019! We offer our
hearty and heartfelt thanks to all of you
who help create, serve on, or provide
support to environmental commissions
across the great Garden State!
The history of local environmental
commissions (ECs) began in 1968. That
year, New Jersey Governor Richard J.
Hughes signed legislation authorizing
municipalities to create environmental
commissions. The law made the commissions advisory bodies on local and natural
resource planning, environmental protection and open space issues.
Concern about natural resources and
actions to protect and restore them grew
exponentially across the nation as we
celebrated the first Earth Day and the
United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) was established in 1970. The
Presidential Council on the Environment
was established by the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, which was passed
by Congress and signed into law by
President Nixon. The Clean Water Act was
passed and signed into law in 1972 by
President Nixon.
In 1972, the New Jersey State Legislature
amended and expanded the language
governing environmental commissions and
Governor William T. Cahill signed the
stronger provisions into law. The new
legislation expanded environmental commissions' responsibilities to other areas of
environmental concern, such as pollution
prevention and control, solid waste management, noise control and environmental
appearance, and allowed the establishment
of joint commissions by two or more
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municipalities. Today, environmental
commission are involved in a broad range
of activities to protect open space and
enhance resilience to the effects of climate
change while reducing greenhouse gases,
protecting drinking water, reducing
flooding, protecting trees and saving
pollinators.

ANJEC's roots
ANJEC was founded in 1969 by a group
of committed citizens whose mission was
to provide resources and support for the
newly forming environmental commissions
across the State. ANJEC's original founding
members included Helen Fensky, Dave
Moore, and William Metterhouse. ANJEC's
first Executive Director was Candace McKee
Ashmun, who continues to serve as the last
founding member of the New Jersey
Pinelands Commission.
ANJEC's current board has recently
adopted a new strategic plan to build
resources and support for ECs and the
emerging environmental challenges they
face now and for the next 50 years. ANJEC
will be focusing on strengthening the
influence and capacity of ECs across the
State, supporting peer learning and citizen
action to protect and restore New Jersey's
local environment.
Throughout 2019, ANJEC will be
celebrating the success of environmental
commissions from farm to city to shore.
We will be hosting tours of projects completed by ECs, including the creation of
pollinator gardens, dune restorations, green
infrastructure projects that reduce flooding
and improve water quality, and more.
New Jersey is on the front line facing
issues such as climate change and sea level

Click on an article to jump to that page
rise, open space protection and plastic
pollution. EC members are supporting the
adoption of new and stronger ordinances,
engaging community members in stewardship and advocating for statewide action.
Just as we did in the 1960s and 70s, New
Jersey is assuming a leadership role in
protecting and restoring the water we
drink, the air we breathe, and the land on
which we play and grow our food. ECs
are at the very root of that action and
leadership.
Please follow ANJEC on Facebook,
Twitter, and now Instagram to learn more
about how ECs are taking action locally
and about ANJEC events celebrating that
success throughout 2019.

Jennifer M. Coffey
Executive Director
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Governor Whitman on
bridging the political
divide to protect the
environment
By N. Dini Checko, ANJEC Resource Center

A

s keynote speaker at ANJEC’s
45th Annual Environmental Congress on
Oct. 12, former New Jersey Governor
Christine Todd Whitman looked back on
the history of the environmental movement
and ANJEC’s mission of supporting local
action as critical primers for inspiration to
solve today’s environmental challenges.
She recalled that in 1962, air quality was
so unhealthy that it was dangerous to be
outside and the situation seemed dire and
hopeless. Rachel Carson in her
groundbreaking book, Silent Spring, inspired
a nation by speaking to the public plainly
and asking them to demand action from
their government. Carson created a new
public awareness that nature was vulnerable
to human intervention. This led to a robust
set of bipartisan environmental laws,

starting with the Clean Air Act of 1963 that
spurred the development of a national
program to address air pollution and related
environmental problems, including research
into air quality solutions. Most significant
environmental laws from the 1970s were
bipartisan and are today’s foundation for
ensuring clean air and water.
Governor Whitman emphasized that
decisions made locally have the most
impact on citizens’ lives. Today our biggest
threat is climate change and it affects
everyone, regardless of political affiliation.
To get to consensus for taking action, it’s
critical that we break the attitude that the
environment is political. Through local
action, we have the ability and responsibility to lead by changing minds and hearts. It
starts with discussion in ways that people
can understand, as in Silent
Spring. Speaking about
shared experiences and
values such as Superstorm
Sandy, sea level rise, the
economy and public health
will help people reach across
the political aisle, she said.

Governor Christine Todd
Whitman, left, with ANJEC
Execuive Director Jennifer
M. Coffey
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The legacy of Sandy
Whitman observed that Superstorm
Sandy touched all of New Jersey’s residents
and left a mark that we’re still dealing with
today. We had the second largest oil spill in
our State and 375,000 gallons of diesel
waste were dumped into our waters from
the storm. The Regional Plan Association
released a study showing that parts of the
New York, New Jersey and metropolitan
Connecticut are at risk of being permanently flooded by sea level rise. The study,
“Under Water: How Sea Level Rise Threatens
the Tri-State Region,” details the severe
threats to the region’s bay areas, coastal
urban centers, beach communities, airports
and seaports by as little as one foot of sea
level rise, a possibility that could happen as
soon as 2030. (http://library.rpa.org/pdf/RPAUnder-Water-How-Sea-Level-Rise-Threatensthe-Tri-State-Region.pdf)
Local governments make most decisions
about what gets built where, and how
public money is spent, Whitman noted. So,
when environmental commissions and green
teams work with municipal officials on
issues such as smart land use policy and
stormwater infrastructure, they are playing a
critical role in safeguarding natural resources.
She stressed that it’s important to remind
people that environmental progress can help
build the economy at the same time. For
example, between 1985 and 2012, the US
had a population increase of over 24
percent and a demand for power that spiked
over 35 percent, but this did not cause

wide-scale collapse. Instead, the real GDP
almost doubled and we achieved 67 percent
reduction in six critical pollutants. This was a
time when more people used more energy
while growing the economy and reducing
environmental pollution, she observed.
Another key way to bridge the political
divide is to frame issues in terms of public
health. For example, exhaust emissions from
diesel engines have serious adverse environmental health impacts. The International
Agency on Cancer Research has recently
determined that diesel exhaust causes
cancer in humans.
Fortunately, local action can help address
major issues like these. For example, in the
port city of Elizabeth, truck exhaust is
extremely worrisome due to high rates of
asthma, especially among children. (See
“Clean Air Victory on the Elizabeth Waterfront,” by Kerry Margaret Butch, ANJEC
Report, Autumn 2018) After careful study,
data gathering and citizen advocacy, an
ordinance was introduced last year restricting traffic on First Street in Elizabeth to
vehicles under four tons. Within a year, there
was an 86 percent reduction in truck traffic
on First Street and, most importantly, a
reduction of about 80 percent in black
carbon and ultrafine particle counts.
Municipal and county environmental
commissions and other activists throughout
New Jersey are proving that we can help
mitigate the human impacts of climate
change by working on common goals
through local action.

Got an idea for the
ANJEC Report?
The ANJEC Report welcomes submissions or suggestions
from our readers.
• Is there a topic or issue you’d like us to write about?
• Have you recently completed a project that would be of
interest to other local environmentalists?
• Would you like to author an article in your area of expertise?
If so, please let us hear from you. Your input is valuable. Just
email the editor at jlange@anjec.org.
SUSTAINABLY PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Here are the
Champions for 2018!
Eighteen local environmental commissions and nonprofit/community organizations accepted ANJEC's prestigious Environmental Achievement Awards at the
45th Annual Environmental Congress on Friday, Oct. 12, at Mercer County
Community College in West Windsor. The award program recognizes exceptional projects carried out by environmental commissions and community
organizations to protect natural resources, health and open spaces in their
towns. An awards committee comprised of ANJEC trustees and staff members
selected the winners based on project impact, originality, educational value,
innovation, and response to a need. ANJEC has been presenting the coveted
annual awards since the mid-1970s.

Environmental
Commission Project
Awards
Atlantic Highlands
Environmental Commission
The Final Straw event
The Atlantic Highlands Environmental
Commission (AHEC) spearheaded an event
during Earth Week 2018 challenging
citizens to “Skip the Straw.” The AHEC
provided participating businesses with a
starter kit of biodegradable straws. Most of
the Borough’s restaurants pledged to stop
providing plastic straws and offer customers paper straws if requested. The elementary school committed to eliminate plastic
straws entirely. The project inspired a new
ordinance that limits plastic straw distribution in the municipality.

Berkeley Heights
Environmental Commission

than two months, they collected 500
pounds of plastic, a milestone that made
BHEC eligible to receive a Trex bench. This
activity has diverted plastic from local
waterways and landfills, and also has
prompted residents to consider alternatives to plastic bags.

Caldwell
Environmental Commission
Bringing Nature Home
The Caldwell Environmental Commission wanted to educate a wide audience
about the decline of pollinators. Choosing
Dr. Douglas Tallamy from the University of
Delaware as a presenter, they offered a
program in May as part of their Earth Day
activities. Partnering with the Roseland
Environmental Commission (EC) and the
Verona EC, the Caldwell EC obtained
sponsors to help defray costs of the
presentation. Attendees each received a
milkweed plant and a red oak sapling.

Trex Thin Film Plastic Recycling
Challenge community project

Glen Rock
Environmental Commission

The Berkeley Heights Environmental
Commission (BHEC) heard about the Trex
Challenge and saw an opportunity to
reduce plastic waste and help community
members recycle bags in conveniently
located Trex Bins throughout town. In less

Glen Rock Refuses Plastic
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The Glen Rock Environmental Commission (GREC) and Green Team declared war
on plastic in 2018. An outreach campaign
promoted the recycling of single-use
plastic bags and film and collected over

8OO pounds of the film in less than two
months. This netted them a composite
bench from Trex to place in a public area.
The green team organized a viewing at
Borough Hall of the film “Plastic Ocean,”
where over 100 people learned about the
devastating effects that plastic pollution is
having on our planet. The groups also
installed a filtered water system at Borough
Hall, eliminating the need for plastic water
bottles at meetings in the building. Three
local restaurants have made the switch from
plastic straws to paper ones and more are
expected to join this initiative soon. The
group is also working to get an ordinance
passed to regulate single-use plastic bags in
the borough.

Madison Borough
Environmental Commission
Green Vision Forum
The Madison Environmental Commission
teamed up with Drew University to offer a
series of events for students to interact with
town officials and discuss how to make
Madison a more sustainable community.
The Mayor opened the discussion and
students from local schools and universities
presented two-minute talks on their Green
Vision for Madison. Over 100 students and
community members attended the forum.
Through these discussions, next steps were
outlined and groups were invited to present
at borough council meetings to increase
community awareness of the projects.

Ocean Township Environmental
Commission (Monmouth)

The Ocean Twp. Environmental
Commission was recognized for its
outstanding annual Greenfest.

demonstrations, yoga, nature walks, a mini
book sale, kids crafts and educational
activities were among the many offerings of
the 2018 event.

Pohatcong
Environmental Commission
Community rain garden
A Pohatcong Environmental Commission
member was contacted by the Lopatcong
Creek Initiative and the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension Water Resources Program with
the news that there was funding available
to construct a rain garden if approvals and
support could be confirmed in only a few
short weeks. In just over two months, the
project went from a plan to construction
day. The garden was completed last
summer and is anticipated to capture
approximately 100,000 gallons of
stormwater annually.

GreenFest (ongoing project)

Princeton
Environmental Commission

Begun in 2010, the Ocean Township
Environmental Commission hosts the
GreenFest each spring in partnership with
the Townships Shade Tree Commission and
Public Library. Numerous speakers and
demonstrations offer residents a chance to
interact and learn about various environmental projects, programs and resources
available in the area. Tree giveaways, voter
registration, a gardening helpline, energysaving games, composting and watershed

An ambitious stormwater ordinance
In June, 2017, the Princeton Council
unanimously approved a progressive and
ambitious new stormwater management
ordinance. Working with the Princeton
Engineering Department as well as various
outside advisors (primarily The Watershed
Institute), the new Princeton ordinance
goes above and beyond State regulations.
The new rules establish strong requirements
for proposed major developments, with the

SUSTAINABLY PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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goal of managing the
quantity and quality of
stormwater runoff into
surface and ground waters.
The ordinance requires
annual inspections, and
major developments must
provide measures to control
erosion and recharge
groundwater, as well as to
incorporate green infrastructure strategies. Minor
developments must also
institute green infrastructure to compensate for any
increase in impervious
surfaces.

The Wall Twp. EC has hosted environmental events for
seniors for the past three years.

South Orange
Environmental Commission
SO Not Plastic
The South Orange Environmental
Commission, partnering with the South
Orange Green Team and The South Orange
Village Center Alliance, worked to reduce
the consumption of single-use plastics in
the community. Residents were challenged

to live free of single-use plastics for one
week. To change consumption behavior, the
team conducted outreach including:
reusable bag giveaway days, pledges, PSA
film collection and a robust social media
campaign encouraging residents to consider
ways to meet the challenge.

Environmental
Community Outreach
Awards
Montclair
Environmental Commission
Greener Day TV34
environmental show
Seeking new ways to reach out to local
citizens, the Montclair Environmental
Commission conceived a TV show on Local
station 34 as a new means of communication. Episodes included: Recycling, Green
Roof, Film Festival Climate Art Reception,
Pollinator Garden Dedication and more.

Montgomery
Environmental Commission
Videos 4 Volunteering
The SO NOT PLASTIC campaign in South
Orange aimed to reduce single-use plastics.
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The Montgomery Environmental Commission developed a series of taped interviews
with a local girl scout working on her Gold

Award. The interviews are designed to help
community members learn more about
their government and volunteers.

Wall Township
Environmental Commission
Arbor Day/Earth Day projects
for seniors in assisted living
(ongoing project)
The Wall Township Environmental
Advisory Committee decided in 2016 to
bring projects to elderly residents in assisted
living facilities. Highlights of the programs
included presentations on native plants and
trees along with music, a sing-a-long for
residents and a book signing. Project was
run on 100 percent volunteer power.

Waterford
Environmental Commission
Rain barrel workshop
The Waterford Environmental Commission decided that a good way to help
residents conserve water would be to lead a
rain barrel workshop for residents. Using a
grant, the commission was able to supply
30 barrels free to participants.

Environmental
Commission Member –
Individual Community
Volunteer Award
Lake Como
Environmental Commission
Candide’s Garden (ongoing project)
Lake Como Environmental Commission
Chair Jon Gibbons has created a fabulous
resource for the community on his personal
property. Candide’s Garden has over 1,500
plants representing 400 species of trees,
plants and groundcovers. The garden is a
certified Pollinator Habitat, Monarch Way
Station and Wildlife Sanctuary. The garden
is intended to be used for educational
purposes, so visitors from schools, the
Master Gardener Program, homeowners,
town representatives and other organizations can use it for teaching activities,
workshops, research, and pilot projects.

Nonprofit and
Community Groups
Cherry Hill Environmental Board
Cherry Hill pollinator garden project
The Cherry Hill Environmental Board
(CHEB) decided to address the plight of
the pollinators at the local level. By
creating four pollinator gardens totaling
approximately 4800 square feet of public
land, the CHEB has impacted the community (both human and pollinator types!). All
four sites were registered in the Million
Pollinator Garden Challenge, managed by
the North American Pollinator Protection
Campaign. One site has been certified as a
Monarch Waystation by the Monarch
Watch organization. This project was
powered by 100 percent volunteer efforts!

The Waterford Twp. EC hosted a very
popular rain barrel workshop.
SUSTAINABLY PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

ANJEC REPORT – Winter 2019

9

Lake Hopatcong Foundation
Floating classroom
The Lake Hopatcong Foundation
christened its new floating classroom,
“Study Hull,” in spring of 2018. Nearly 800
local fourth-graders boarded the 40-foot
pontoon boat to learn about water quality
indicators, watersheds, aquatic ecosystems
and more. The students got to test water
quality and view water samples through
microscopes. The trips included visiting the
eagle’s nest nearby. The foundation will be
expanding the schools and grades that can
visit the lake in coming years.

Val’s Valiants
Litter clean ups
Berkeley Heights High School student
Val Diamond formed Val’s Valiants to clean
up an area near Green Brook stream, a
tributary of the Passaic River. During the
initial cleanup of a quarter mile length of
stream, the group gathered over 75 pounds
of trash in just two hours! Spring 2018 was
busy, with eight clean ups along township
waterways totaling about 568 pounds of
litter.
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The Lake Hopatcong Foundation christened
its new foating classroom last spring.

Vernon Greenway Action
Committee
Vernon Greenway
The Vernon Greenway Action Advisory
Committee took on the objective of trail
cleanup and marking to create a trail
system. They cleared trails that had been
started in an effort to create a connected
trail system throughout the Township. The
Trails venture through and near the town
center. The group got many hands to help:
A local Girl Scout troop created signs and
bird houses; a Boy Scout troop cleared a
trail; and the Sussex County Sheriff’s Labor
Assistance Program also did trail clearing.

Edward Lloyd receives
Candace McKee Ashmun
Environmental Legacy Award
By Elizabeth Ritter, ANJEC Deputy Director

O

n October 12, ANJEC presented to the top of his profession through an
unwavering commitment to the environment
the 3rd Annual Candace McKee Ashmun
and social justice.
Environmental Legacy Award to Edward
"An activist and scholar with expertise in
Lloyd. The award is named in honor of
environmental legal issues and citizen suit
ANJEC’s first executive director, Candace
McKee Ashmun. Candy has served a leader- litigation, Lloyd has testified before US
Senate and House of Representatives
ship role at ANJEC for over 40 years. Her
committees on environmental enforcement
dedication and expertise has empowered
ANJEC to provide leadership, education and and has been a member of the Litigation
support for environmental commissions and Review Committee of the Environmental
Defense Fund since 1991. On the local scale,
other local officials who are advocating for
he is a tireless advocate for the environment
strong State and regional environmental
in New Jersey. …
protection and restoration. In addition to
"As the director of the Columbia Environher dedication to ANJEC, Candy continues
mental Law Clinic, Professor Lloyd inspires
to be a tireless leader for New Jersey’s
future lawyers with unique opportunities to
environment, a founding member of the
effect real-world change. Clinic students
New Jersey Pinelands Commission, and a
represent environmental and
mentor and inspiration to
community organizations in
generations of environmencomplex civil suits that
tal advocates and stewards.
address the ecological
Edward Lloyd is the Evan
challenges of our time."
M. Frankel Clinical Professor
Batty also shared how
in Environmental Law at
valuable Lloyd’s service has
Columbia Law School and
been to the environment in
founder and co-director of
New Jersey. Nonprofit
the Eastern Environmental
environmental organizations
Law Center. He also serves
like ANJEC could not afford
on the Pinelands Commisto hire a lawyer to litigate
sion and is a Trustee of the
important cases with
Fund for New Jersey.
statewide significance. But
Former ANJEC Executive
Ed Lloyd
through his work with the
Director Sandy Batty
Columbia Law Clinic, the Eastern Environpresented the award to Lloyd and shared
mental Law Center, and before that the
some thoughts on his legacy to the NJ
Rutgers Environmental Law Clinic, Ed has
Environment. Batty quoted an article from
enabled environmentalists to bring such
the Earth Institute at Columbia:
cases to the courts and to win significant
"Edward Lloyd is one of few lawyers who,
decisions that have become case law for
in a vocation filled with pressure to pursue
our State.
more lucrative options, has been able to rise
SUSTAINABLY PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Don’t treat your
soil like dirt!

W

By David Peifer, ANJEC Project Director

hat is soil made of? It may
surprise you to know that healthy soil is
typically composed of air (25 percent),
water (25 percent), mineral particles (45
percent), and organic matter (5 percent).
The organic matter includes roots, humus
and living organisms. According to Eileen
Miller, Soil Health Specialist/ Consultant
and owner of Healthy Landscapes, soils
have biological, chemical and physical
properties that are always changing. Miller
was among three soil health workshop
speakers at ANJEC’s 45th Annual Environmental Congress on Oct. 12, where she
talked about the importance of healthy soil,
how to evaluate soil health and how to
treat it to maintain and improve its health.
Problems arising from misuse, mismanagement and abuse of soils are some of the
most common subjects we deal with at
ANJEC, including soil on construction sites
as well as vegetation and stormwater
management.
Miller defined soil health as “the capacity
of a soil to function within its ecosystem
boundaries to sustain biological productiv-
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ity, maintain environmental health and
promote plant and animal health.”
She stressed the importance of the
amount and condition of organic matter in
the soil, the most important indicators of
soil health. Organic matter provides food
and shelter for soil microbes, pore spaces for
the circulation of air and water, chemical
nutrient exchanges, improved structure,
infiltration and water holding capacity.
Organic matter holds 18 to 25 times its
weight in water and every additional
1 percent of organic matter in the soil can
hold 27,000 gallons per acre of water.
Soil is like a living community, with every
gram (about a teaspoon) of forest soils
hosting 100 million to a billion bacteria, one
to 40 miles of fungi, 100,000 protozoans,
hundreds of nematodes, 10,000 to 25,000
arthropods and 10 to 50 earthworms.
Miller suggested the following resources
for environmental commissions, planning
boards and interested citizens who want to
maintain healthier soils:
• An easy to use evaluation tool to assess
soil health - www.soildistrict.org/wpcontent/uploads/2012/07/
NJSoilHealthAssessment
Guide.pdf
• The New Jersey Friendly
Yards website, where you
will find a wealth of
information on landscaping using native plants,
reducing lawn areas and
avoiding the use of
fertilizers, pesticides and
herbicides www.jerseyyards.org/

Soil and climate
Stephanie Murphy, Ph.D., of Rutgers
University and the State Soil Conservation
Committee joined the conversation with a
talk on “Soil influences on climate and soil
care for sustainable landscapes.” She
explored the importance of maintaining soil
functions and considerations for their use
and management, starting with the
ecological significance of soils and how
they are involved in the global carbon
cycle. She explained the role of soils in
carbon sequestration (fixing atmospheric
carbon and storing it underground) and
how removing vegetation and disturbing
soil can release large amounts of carbon
into the atmosphere.
Dr. Murphy addressed the functions of
soils in the environment as well as soil
management measures and how to prevent
soil compaction, a serious issue in New
Jersey. She also stressed the importance of
organic matter in the soils and how soils
“partition” the flow of precipitation to feed
groundwater recharge and plant life or,
when improperly used, to generate increased volumes of stormwater runoff.
Dr. Murphy has been at Rutgers University since 1992 and is currently Director of
the Rutgers/ New Jersey Agricultural
Experiment Station Soil Testing Laboratory
(https://njaes.rutgers.edu/soil-testing-lab).
Environmental Commissions may contact
her about soil testing projects to assist
landowners or to aid in developing green
stormwater infrastructure like rain gardens
and infiltration devices.

Soil related laws and regulations
Christine Raabe, Director, Ocean County
Soil Conservation District, spoke from years
of experience about the laws and regulations regarding soils in New Jersey and the
role of the Soil Conservation Districts.
(www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/anr/nrc/
conservdistricts.html).
Her talk covered the history of the soil
conservation movement in the US, particularly in densely developed New Jersey.
Efforts to provide better management of
soils began during the Great Depression
SUSTAINABLY PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

and the Dust Bowl, focusing primarily on
agriculture. However by the early 1970s in
New Jersey, it became clear that rapid
suburbanization was negatively impacting
soil, water, natural vegetation and wildlife
throughout the State.
In 1975, the NJ State Legislature enacted
Chapter 251, P.L. 1975, or the Soil Erosion
and Sediment Control Act, which mandates
that a municipality cannot issue a construction permit unless the local soil
conservation district has reviewed and
certified a soil erosion and sediment control
plan for that construction. The Act’s
requirements are implemented through the
Standards for Erosion and Sediment
Control in New Jersey: (www.nj.gov/
agriculture/divisions/anr/pdf/2014NJSoil
ErosionControlStandardsComplete.pdf).
All applicants whose projects disturb
more than 5,000 square feet of soil must
prepare and submit a Soil Erosion and
Sediment Control Plan to the municipality
as a part of their site plan and also to the
soil conservation district for certification.
Raabe explained new additions to the
standards involving “top soiling” and “land
grading” that contain important new
requirements for maintaining soil health in
and around construction sites. Soil compaction is a particular problem in New
Jersey’s urban areas, older suburbs or on
redevelopment parcels. It may also be
present on a site that was used for vehicle
parking or certain agricultural practices.

More information
• PowerPoint presentations and bios for
these three speakers are available on
ANJEC’s website at www.ANJEC.org.
• Rutgers Fact Sheets from the New Jersey
Agricultural Experiment Station on many
aspects of soils and related topics NJAES.rutgers.edu/pubs/
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Stormwater utility bill clears Senate
By Jennifer M. Coffey, ANJEC Executive Director
New Jersey is one step closer to reducing
flooding throughout the Garden State. The
State Senate has passed legislation that
would enable municipalities, counties, and
other existing entities, such as wastewater
treatment facilities, to establish
stormwater utilities. Stormwater from
frequent and smaller storms, often referred
to as one-, two-, and 10-year storms, cause
the majority of flooding in New Jersey.
Flooded roads, businesses, and basements
are a strain on both our quality of life and
our economy.
Bill S1073/A2694 was also favorably
voted out of the Assembly Telecommunications and Utilities Committee and
referred to the Assembly Appropriations
Committee for a pending vote. This
bipartisan bill creates a formal structure for
local officials to correct the problems of
the past that result in regular flooding by
holding those responsible for the problem
accountable. For reference, the stormwater
plans for which Environmental Commissions and other officials review and receive
Stormwater
infrastructure
helps prevent
street
flooding.
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training from ANJEC, Rutgers, and the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) are directed by rules
that were just adopted in 2004. As one of
the 13 original colonies, New Jersey has a
lot of development that predates modern
stormwater management.
A stormwater utility permits a small fee
to be assessed on property owners based
on the amount of impervious cover they
own. The stormwater utility then uses the
fee income to create infrastructure to
convey and treat the stormwater running
off impervious surfaces, and therefore
reduces flooding and improves water
quality. Stormwater utilities will also make
provisions for property owners to reduce
their fee by creating onsite green infrastructure projects, such as bioswales and
raingardens, to reduce their stormwater
runoff.
Based on work with municipalities across
the state, ANJEC is advocating for the use
of green infrastructure as the preferential
solution to managing stormwater. We are

pleased that the bill sponsors (as of this
publication’s deadline), Senators Bob
Smith, Kip Bateman, Richard Cody, Linda
Greenstein, Nellie Pou and Teresa Ruiz and
Assembly members John McKeon and
Nancy Pinkin have included green infrastructure in the bill’s language:
“The Legislature further determines that
green infrastructure is an effective approach
to managing stormwater because it reduces
and treats stormwater at its source while
delivering other environmental, social, and
economic benefits. The use of green
infrastructure should be encouraged and,
where appropriate, required to help
decrease pollutant loads and runoff
volumes to receiving waters.”

A coalition of nonprofits, including ANJEC,
the New Jersey League of Conservation
Voters, New Jersey Audubon, New Jersey
Highlands Coalition, and the Pinelands
Preservation Alliance, have launched a new
initiative called Flood Defense New Jersey to
support local officials in creating stormwater
utilities. More than 40 states and the District
of Columbia adopted some form of
stormwater utilities. The Flood Defense New
Jersey coalition is committed to bringing
speakers in to share their stories of success
and lessons learned.
More information
Text of S1073 – www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/
Bills/S1500/1073_R1.HTM

A bright golden haze on the
Meadowlands
By Lyle Landon, ANJEC Development Director
Is there a bright golden haze on the
Meadowlands? There’s a strong case for
arguing “Yes!” Today more than 28O
species of birds, including 34 on the list of
endangered, threatened and species of
special concern, can be seen in the Meadowlands. The New Jersey Sports & Exposition Authority has preserved thousands of
acres of environmentally sensitive wetlands
and conducted numerous scientific studies
to educate municipal officials and the
public.
They made a long term commitment to
rectify the serious pollution problems of
the past, starting with the creation of a
Master Plan that provides for the sanitary
disposal of solid waste, the regulation of
landfills and control of pollution. The plan
provides a blueprint for protecting the
delicate balance of nature, setting in
motion various habitat and water quality
restoration projects.
The Meadowlands District now includes
20 parks, access points for waterfront
recreation, pontoon boat and canoe tours,
as well as guided nature walks for a
SUSTAINABLY PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

personal experience of their environmental
renaissance.
So that’s the “golden” part. But what
about the “haze?” A confluence of developments are in progress and anticipated, the
first being the completion of the American
Dream, the experiential attraction and retail
center which is scheduled to open in the
spring of 2019. It is predicted to bring a
projected 16,000 jobs to the area, and
thousands of customers and visitors, but it
is not clear what impact it will have on
local traffic. The adjacent highway, Route 3,
is already a crowded transportation corridor, which takes millions of commuters
into and out of Manhattan, and is used by
sports fans and concert goers to see the
Giants, the Jets and their favorite musical
acts at Met Life stadium. Even with a
direct NJ Transit bus line from NYC’s Port
Authority and a NJ transit shuttle between
the Meadowlands station and the Secaucus
train station, there will clearly be more
traffic. Unless they are all electric vehicles,
more cars and more buses mean more
climate heating greenhouse gases and
ANJEC REPORT – Winter 2019
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particulate emissions to the Meadowlands
eco-system.

Gas-fired generating plant
The second development in the offing is
the proposed North Bergen Liberty
Generating Plant. This gas-fired power
plant is being opposed by several nearby
towns who say it could cause environmental damage without directly benefiting New
Jersey. More than eight municipalities have
passed ordinances opposing it.
The plant would be one of the largest
electricity generators in the State at 1,200
megawatts, and could power as many as
1.2 million households. Not for New Jersey,
however. All of the power would be
transported via a 6.5-mile underground
cable to Con Edison’s Manhattan plant.
New York is saying that it needs the power
because the Westchester Indian Point
Nuclear Power Plant is scheduled to close
in 2021. One benefit of the project to New
Jersey is the creation of 2,100 construction
worker jobs, but those are only temporary.
It will take only 33 permanent workers to
run the plant.
Burning more natural gas is not in
alignment with Gov. Murphy’s goal to
expand renewable energy and cut our
carbon footprint. The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)

has already issued six permits for the
project, but several more permits from DEP
and New York regulators will be needed
before it can move forward.
“This project will only move forward if it
meets the rigorous approval standards set
by the DEP and is judged to pose no health
or environment risks to North Bergen or
any surrounding community,” said Phil
Sibinski, a North Bergen spokesman.

Thanks to ANJEC
member communities
We are grateful to the thousands of
volunteers serving as local officials in
more than 260 municipalities and
counties that are members of ANJEC.
These dedicated people – from municipal
and regional environmental commissions
and green teams to open space committees, planning boards, governing bodies,
shade tree commissions and zoning
boards – dedicate their time and efforts
to assure a clean environment and high
quality of life in their communities
throughout our State. Thank you!

is proud to be a member of:

For more information please call 973-539-7547
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Strength in numbers,
and savings too
Using renewable energy aggregation
to source cheaper and greener energy
By Sheila Baker Gujral, ANJEC Resource Center

T

he future for renewable energy in
New Jersey is looking greener and cleaner.
The State is now a member of the "50x30"
club as one of the only states requiring 50
percent renewable energy by 2030 – along
with New York, Hawaii (100 percent by
2045), California, and Vermont (75 percent
by 2032).
As municipalities look for ways to reduce
their carbon footprint, they have explored a
variety of avenues: Conducting municipal
energy audits, enacting energy efficiency
measures, adopting municipal policies for
sustainable product procurement, providing
jitney services to train stations to reduce
vehicle use, installing solar panels on
municipal buildings, providing electric
vehicle charging stations for residents,
greening the municipal vehicle fleet, and
purchasing renewable energy for municipal
buildings, to name just a few. As much as
municipalities can do, it is only a small slice
of the greenhouse gas emissions pie. After
transportation, the biggest slices to tackle
are electricity generation and residential
emissions. So, how to help residents reduce
the impact of their electricity consumption?
After you’ve done your insulation and
lightbulb switch-outs, what else can you do?

consumers to shop around and select their
own third party supplier.
In 2003, the Government Energy Aggregation Act allowed for further freedom of
electricity choice by authorizing municipalities and/or counties to combine accounts
so that customers could purchase electricity or gas at a lower price than would have
been offered to an individual consumer.
Besides taking advantage of reduced prices,
municipalities can also benefit by selecting
a higher renewable energy content in the
electricity purchased. As Arif Welcher,

The right to shop around
In 1999, New Jersey began deregulating
the energy market by separating out supply
from delivery and offering consumers a
choice of electricity supplier (delivery
remains with the utility that you are using
and the supply is your choice). This allows
SUSTAINABLY PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

NJ greenhouse gas sources and sinks in 2015
Source - NJDEP
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Deputy Ombudsman at the New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities points out, "It’s like
putting gas in your car. It’s the same
engine; you can use whatever gas you
want."

Here’s how it works:
A municipality passes an ordinance authorizing the issuance of an RFP (request for
proposal) to hire an energy consultant. The
town then:
• issues an RFP for an energy consultant;
• collects utility use data;
• produces bid documents;
• reviews documents with the Board of
Public Utilities (BPU) rate counsel/
ratepayer;
• evaluates bids from the RFP (contract
terms are usually six months to two years);
• awards the contract;
• allows residents to opt out of the
program if they want to stick with their
former energy supplier.
Residents are free to enjoy financial savings
and, hopefully, cleaner energy sourcing.

Here are the benefits:
1. Reduced energy price – a result of
collectively negotiating for the price;
2. Consumer protection – going through
the RFP process with municipal backing
affords a higher level of consumer
protection than entering into a contract
on your own;
3. Transparency – contract terms are
negotiated and rates are usually fixed for
the term of the contract;
4. Customer choice – consumers can
choose the lower-priced (and hopefully
higher renewable energy content) rate or
stick with what they are getting from
their present distributor;
5. No hassle – no change in billing, nothing
to do but opt out if you’re not interested;
6. Local purchasing – towns can incorporate requirements to have energy more
locally sourced.
So far in New Jersey, about 50 towns
have entered into community energy
aggregation deals. Plumsted Township in
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Ocean County was the first community
energy aggregation program in the State
and they are presently on their fourth
round. The contracts typically last six
months to two years and are renegotiated
to reflect the prevailing state of play in the
energy markets. Sometimes a municipality
will choose not to renew and will wait until
the economic signs are more favorable for
them to enter into another contract.
Typical savings are in the seven to 30
percent range.
In addition to individual municipalities,
there are energy aggregation groups that
cross over municipal lines to aggregate their
municipal energy requirements and negotiate with their increased purchasing power.
Over 190 municipalities and other local
governmental units participate in the New
Jersey Sustainable Energy Joint Meeting.
This group accounts for over 4,500 individual electric accounts and 7230 million
Kw hours.
These municipalities are taking advantage
of the enhanced cost savings enabled by
the joint negotiation. They also enjoy the
increased percentage of renewable energy
that is required by the Joint Meeting
contract (which is higher than that required
by the Renewable Portfolio Standard, a
State regulation requiring increased production of energy from renewable energy
sources, such as wind, solar, biomass, and
geothermal.)
In Essex County, six municipalities (Glen
Ridge, Maplewood, Millburn, Montclair,
South Orange, and Verona) have gathered
together for combined negotiating power in
order to reduce costs for residents and
increase their use of renewable energy
sources.
Raising the bar even higher, the New
Brunswick City Council recently passed an
ordinance committing to a 100 percent
renewable energy supply by 2035, which is 15
years ahead of New Jersey’s statewide goal of
100 percent renewable energy by 2050.
Interested in exploring energy aggregation for your community? Call the ANJEC
Resource Center at 973-539-7547 or email
us at info@anjec.org

This is the first in a four-part series of special inserts
to celebrate ANJEC’s 50th anniversary

ANJEC at the threshold
of a movement
By Julie Lange Groth, ANJEC Report Editor

Fifty years ago, the nation’s rivers were on fire and smog hung like a smothering
blanket over large areas of the country. Industrial development spawned a toxic
legacy of contaminated land, air and water. New Jersey’s reputation for pollution
was so well known that it was memorialized in the 1984 film Toxic Avenger.
To make matters worse, suburban sprawl had begun to scar the landscape,
devouring habitat and fouling streams and lakes with
polluted stormwater runoff. Forests were being
clear cut in the name of tax ratables. The
intoxication of economic prosperity was
spiraling into a very bad
environmental hangover.
As the public awakened to the
worsening environmental
degradation, the seeds of the
environmental movement
were germinating. Pictures of
Earth from space revealed
just how small and fragile the
earth was, while Professor
Barry Commoner’s protests
against nuclear testing,
Rachel Carson’s book Silent
Spring and Paul R. Ehrlich’s The
Population Bomb all pointed to
an endangered planet.

New Jersey on the frontlines
Recognizing early on the need for environmental action at the local level, Assemblywoman Josephine Margetts proposed a State statute empowering towns to appoint local
conservation commissions (as they were then called), which took effect in 1968. By mid1969, 39 municipal commissions had formed in the State, and new ones were being
established at a rapid rate, sometimes 10 in a single month.
On April 22, 1970 – the first Earth Day – the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) was formed, making NJ the third state in the country to combine its
environmental activities into a single, unified agency, with about 1,400 employees.
Governor William T. Cahill appointed Richard J. Sullivan as the first commissioner, and
he initially established ANJEC as part of the NJDEP to support and assist the many new
local commissions being created around the state. ANJEC was spun off as an independent
nonprofit with Candace McKee Ashmun as its first executive director in 1976.

In the early days
NJ environmental
commissions
Local conservation commissions – the name was changed to
environmental commissions (ECs) in 1972 – quickly sprang into
action with community outreach campaigns to fight litter and
promote recycling, routinely review site plans to reduce the
negative impacts of development, pass local ordinances to
protect natural resources, preserve open space, and much more.

A

bout 135 Environmental
Commissions were created within
the first 10 years of ANJEC’s
founding. The following were
the first ones to form in various
New Jersey counties.
Atlantic - Linwood (1973)
Bergen - Hillsdale (1969)
Burlington - Mt. Laurel (1970)
Camden - Cherry Hill (1971)
Cape May - Cape May Point (1969)
Cumberland - Vineland (1973)
Essex - Cedar Grove (1970)
Hunterdon - Tewksbury ( 1969)
Hudson - Bayonne City (1971)
Gloucester - West Deptford ( 1970)
Mercer - Princeton (1969)
Middlesex - Cranbury (1972)
Monroe (1969)
Sayreville (1969)
Monmouth - Middletown (1969)
Morris - Hanover Twp. (1969)
Harding Twp. (1969)
Roxbury (1969)
Ocean - Jackson (1969)
Passaic - Passaic City (1970)
Somerset - Bernardsville (1969)
Montgomery (1969)
Peapack Gladstone (1969)
Sussex - Stillwater (1969)
Union - Cranford (1970)
Warren - Washington Twp. (1970)

Saving the swamp
In 1995, ten North Jersey municipalities banded
together and formed the Ten Towns Committee to
protect the unique natural resources of the Great
Swamp watershed. ECs helped their communities to
compile a set of model ordinances and enact them
locally to deal with issues ranging from wetlands
protection and tree removal to sediment control.

Protecting trees
A tree ordinance in Jackson Township was challenged in court by developers and defended by local
officials as well as ANJEC and other environmentalists. The ordinance requires property owners to
replace trees that they remove, or to pay into the
Township’s tree fund for planting new trees on
publicly owned land. The NJ Supreme Court
unanimously upheld the ordinance in May 2009.

Acting locally for the environment
When ANJEC published its first newsletter in August 1969, the association’s two parttime staff had their work cut out for ithem. They began with two statewide seminars on
the role of local conservation commissions in 1970. ANJEC’s Commissioners Course – the
first training of its kind in the nation – was designed to meet the urgent need to train the
hundreds of newly appointed commission members around the State. Coordinated
through Rutgers and funded by the Ford Foundation through the NJ Conservation
Foundation, the nine-session basic training for local commissions was offered to sellout
crowds in Morristown, New Brunswick and Lincroft.
That year, ANJEC also offered its first matching
grant program offering up to $500 to fund planning
Fighting for a
projects. That was just the beginning of ANJEC’s
financial support for local action. Since then, hundreds
cleaner state
of communities have received more than a million
From the very beginning,
dollars in funding through ANJEC’s Smart Growth
ANJEC has been on the
Planning Grants, the Sandy Batty Open Space
frontlines helping to forge
Stewardship Grants and other programs.
sound environmental
policies and practices at
the State level. In 1977
ANJEC fought the Department of Transportation’s
plan to build a system of
10 airports around the
State and lobbied for the
establishment of new
septic tank standards. The
fight continues today for
statewide planning, regulation and funding to ensure
clean air and water.

PO Box 157 • Mendham, NJ 07945
973-539-7457

Photos courtesy of NASA, Jill Dodd, Herb Houghton and ANJEC archives.
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By Dan Kurela, Liberty Twp. Environmental Commission;
Michele Gaynor, ANJEC Resource Center;
S.T. Carroll, ANJEC volunteer

Putting worms to work
Imagine all your household table scraps,
coffee grounds, newspaper and cardboard
could be recycled into topsoil right at
your home. Vermicomposting, using
worms to convert organic waste into
fertilizer, is a great way to do it. The
Liberty Township Environmental Commission (EC) thought this practice would be
of interest as a recycling tool for township
residents. Methods could be as simple as
placing a five-gallon plastic pan with
worms and waste in a basement, garage,
or even under the sink. Done correctly,
there is no odor and the worms
transform garbage into garden soil
in short order.
Gavin Ciccia, the young owner
of Jersey Worms, gave a lively
presentation to the public on
October 13. He brought his
knowledge, passion, an entertaining slide show, live samples of
worms, roaches, worm castings
and more. The presentation held
the attention of both children and
adults.
Ciccia said he started raising
worms in eighth grade for his own
use for fishing and soon had more
worms then he needed. He found

he could sell excess worms and eventually
realized he was the only source for worms
in the State. He now has a 5,000-squarefoot warehouse where he breeds a dozen
purebred worm species by the hundreds of
thousands along with millions of crickets
and Dubia roaches, which are available
online.
This presentation was part of a continuing series of lectures, presentations, and
workshops hosted by the EC on topics
ranging from native plants to Moth Nights.
– Dan Kurela

Gavin Ciccia, founder of
Jersey Worms, gives a
presentation on
vermiculture.
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Seton Hall
students plot trees
The Seton Hall University campus in
South Orange has more than 900 trees.
With the use of Tree Plotter, a cloud-based
software, students in the Intro to Environmental Studies class have been mapping
and storing data about their campus trees.
Using the software, students have acquired
skills in data collection and learned how
useful such information can be for monitoring the natural environment. They were able
to appreciate the diversity and ecological
benefits of the many trees on their campus
while they connected with nature.
The students came to realize why it is
important for a community to have and
maintain a tree inventory. On campus, the
tree inventory allows grounds and maintenance crews to know when and which trees
need maintenance. They can also keep track
of which trees are susceptible to infestation
from insects.
The South Orange Environmental
Commission (EC) has set a goal to identify
and inventory close to 12,000 public and
street trees. The Seton Hall students have
agreed to work with the EC and elected
officials to help with off-campus tree
inventory projects. The original paper
inventory of South Orange’s trees was
destroyed in a flood.
With help and input from the students,
the EC can better communicate why the
health and economic benefits of trees is so
important for their community.
– Michele Gaynor

Mountain Lakes
builds relationships
with student
volunteers
The Mountain Lakes Borough Council has
passed an ordinance that would help high
school students become more involved and
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active in local commissions, committees
and boards. Although the students have
had the ability to participate in local
government in the past, the new ordinance
now formalizes the borough-wide program.
The volunteer program was designed to
give students opportunities to have handson participation in local government. High
school students can apply for an appointment to a committee or commission and
the Borough Clerk’s office will manage the
application process. The students are
formally appointed and serve as non-voting
auxiliary members. The term is for one year
and they receive town recognition once
they complete their term. The students act
as liaisons between the high school
community and town officials and can
promote ideas that foster environmental
awareness.
Currently both the Environmental
Commission and Shade Tree Commission
have active student members. By encouraging active involvement and helping support
a younger generation in government, the
town has helped these volunteers feel
connected to their community and has
given them the ability to help create
change. The students have had a positive
and rewarding experience participating in
their local government. – Michele Gaynor

Madison takes a
step forward in
recycling
The Borough of Madison had an active
and innovative recycling/waste management program in 2018. The year started
with the first annual Madison Town Swap
on April 28. The goal of this event was to
encourage reuse of gently-used household
items rather than having the items end in
the landfill. The Town Swap was a collaborative effort of the Madison Environmental
Commission (EC) and the Department of
Public Works (DPW). The swap was restricted to residents and free to both the
participants who donated used items and

Green Fair
on the pier

The Madison Environmental Commission
recycles used shoes.

those who took items home. The swap was
held at the DPW Municipal Garage. Donors
were instructed to drive to the garage,
where volunteers unloaded the items and
placed them on tables for display.
Madison has also been supporting the
recycling of shoes for several years and in
August designated a local shoe shop,
Suburban Shop Shoes, as the year-round
home of the Environmental Commission’s
footwear recycling program. Again, the goal
is keeping footwear from going to the
landfill. Residents may drop off shoes,
sneakers and boots at Suburban Shop
Shoes. There is no charge and no shoe
purchase is required. The returned shoes are
sent to a recycling company where the
wearable shoes are sorted and sent to other
countries, and worn shoes are shredded and
used for other purposes.
In October Madison followed its Town
Swap with its first Town-wide Yard Sale.
Like the Swap, the Yard Sale was designed
to encourage reuse rather than discarding
unwanted items. Residents were urged to
host individual yard sales on one common
date at a common time.
Claire Whitcomb, chair of the Madison
EC, stated: “If everyone in town plans a
yard sale on the same Saturday, it will be a
fun town-wide event and a great way to
shop for bargains.” The event was jointly
sponsored by the EC and TAPintoMadison.
Residents listed their yard sales and types
of merchandise offered through digital ads
at TAPintoMadison. Almost fifty residents
held yard sales on October 13. – S.T. Carroll
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Ocean City held its Green Fair at Music
Pier on the city’s boardwalk in August. As
with most green fairs, there were exhibits
on the usual environmental concerns such
as recycling, renewable energy and climate
change. But it capitalized on its own
unique environment, the Jersey Shore, by
calling on the Cape May County Zoo and
the Wetlands Institute to bring in local
fauna to entertain and, more importantly,
to educate its young visitors.
Children were able to see, touch and
learn about land animals and marine
creatures such as a ball python, a horseshoe
crab a diamond back terrapin. What a great
way to relate the fair to life at the Shore!
– S.T. Carroll

Get the latest news on the
environment

Read the

ANJEC News
a biweekly e-newsletter for
environmental commissions
and others who care about
natural resources in NJ

Emailed FREE
to ANJEC members and
supporters
See the latest issue at
www.anjecnews.com
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Ride & drives put
electric vehicles on
a fast track
By Julie Lange Groth, ANJEC Report Editor

A

NJEC is
proud to be part of a
statewide coalition to
drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
accelerating the adoption
of electric vehicles in the
State. As early partners of
ChargEVC, we’ve been
educating municipalities
and supporting legislation
to support the electric
The Chevy Bolt attracted interest at the Electric Avenue
vehicle(EV) market in New
event at the New Jersey State House on Oct. 15.
Jersey in a variety of ways.
For the second straight
battery range was 213 miles on average.
year, ANJEC’s Environmental Congress
The most important three aspects of
hosted a successful EV Ride & Drive
electric vehicles cited by ANJEC particishowcasing the latest models and offering
pants were: environmental benefits, ability
attendees an opportunity to experience
to recharge with electricity, and potential
EVs in a hands-on way. Local dealerships
savings.
provided six vehicles from four brands for
test drives, including the: Ford Fusion
Energi, Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV, Nissan
Laying down the law
LEAF and Toyota Prius Prime. Display
Proposed Senate bill S2252 establishes a
vehicles included a Ford Fusion Energi and
statewide public electric vehicle charging
a Chevrolet Bolt owned by ChargEVC CEO
network. The bill calls for a working group
Pam Frank.
of State agencies and boards to develop a
After test driving, 82 percent of respond- plan for installing at least 600 public fast
ing participants reported they were either
chargers on the State’s main arteries and in
likely or definitely going to purchase an
community centers at 300 locations by the
electric vehicle within the next two years.
end of 2020. There is also a requirement to
After their experience, 100 percent of
install 1,000 level 2 chargers, which charge
participants stated they would recommend
more slowly. The bill also establishes
electric vehicles to friends or family. ANJEC statewide goals for plugin vehicles and
attendees reported that their desired
infrastructure in addition to establishing a
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Electric vehicle resources for local governments
• It Pays to Plug In – NJ’s Grant Program for EV Charging Stations
General info: drivegreen.nj.gov/plugin.html
• NJ Volkswagen Settlement General info: state.nj.us/dep/vw
• Climate Mayors Electric Vehicle Purchasing collaborative procurement tools for
public fleets (vehicles & charging stations) – DriveEVfleets.org
• Alternative Fuel Vehicle Readiness – A Guidebook for Municipalities – njtpa.org/
planning/regional-studies/environment/air-quality/alternative-fuels-vehicles
• Two useful electric vehicle web sites:
Drive Green New Jersey – drivegreen.nj.gov
Drive Change. Drive Electric. – driveelectricus.com
• Sustainable Jersey actions and tools – sustainablejersey.com
Public EV Charging Infrastructure, Fleet Inventory, Make Your Town EV Friendly,
Purchase Alternative Fuel Vehicles
Source: Andrea Friedman, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

rebate program for plugins. The bill passed
through the Senate Environment and
Energy Committee and was referred to the
Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee on October 15.
To draw attention to the proposed
legislation and educate lawmakers and
others about the benefits of electric
vehicles, ChargEVC held a press conference
and hosted a ride and drive event – dubbed
Electric Avenue – at the State House on
Oct. 15 when the bill was being considered
by the Senate Environment and Energy
Committee.

The event featured a mix of pure
electric and plugin hybrid electric vehicles
from four automakers, including the:
Chevrolet Bolt, Chevrolet Volt, Nissan
LEAF, Tesla Model 3, Tesla Model S, and a
Tesla Model X.
ChargEVC CEO Pam Frank offered her
personal Chevrolet Bolt for test drives,
which included a GoPro on the dashboard
to collect passenger reactions. Electric bus
maker Proterra provided an electric transit
bus and another electric vehicle innovator,
BYD, brought an electric refuse truck for
display.

Students from
Isles as well as
legislators and
government
staffers took a
ride on the allelectric Proterra
transit bus at
the Electric Drive
event on Oct. 15.
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VIP attendees included the founder and
CEO of Isles, Inc., Marty Johnson, and
numerous legislators. Students from Isles as
well as legislators and government staffers
took a ride on the all-electric Proterra
transit bus and learned about the benefits
of electrifying mass transit.

Putting drivers in seats
ChargEVC partner Environment New
Jersey has also had a busy fall hosting Ride
& Drive events in Hamilton, Haddonfield,
Atlantic City, Asbury Park (done in partnership with CharEVC), and Collingswood to
showcase a variety of electric cars currently
on the market and to give local elected
officials an opportunity to test drive them.
VIP speakers at the events have included US
Congressmen Donald Norcross and Frank
Pallone as well as local Mayors, Deputy
Mayors, Freeholders, and Council members.
According to Clean Cars Associate
Raquel Serruya of Environment New Jersey,
“Ride and drive events are meant to
educate the public about the untapped
potential electric vehicles can offer and

how they protect our health, environment,
and pocketbook.” She hopes to organize
more ride and drives around the State in
the spring when the weather is more
conducive.

What towns can do
Here are some actions your municipality
can take to show your support for electric
vehicles:
• Introduce a non-binding resolution to
your city council to show your support
for electrifying New Jersey. Contact
ANJEC for a sample resolution at
info@ANJEC.org or call 973-539-7547.
• Sign the ChargEVC coalition letter to
Governor Murphy asking him to promote electric vehicle infrastructure in
NJ. You can sign on by visiting:
https://tinyurl.com/y9tk25su.
• Host a ride and drive in your town.
Contact Raquel Serruya at
raquel@environmentnewjersey.org
You can also help on a personal level by
contacting your State representative to
support passage of S2252.

Lead the charge!

Your town can help move New Jersey
toward an EV-friendly future
ANJEC is a proud partner of ChargEVC, a nonprofit organization working to
provide leadership, resources, research and advocacy to advance electric vehicle
programs and policies in New Jersey.
Associate membership in ChargEVC is now being offered to municipalities,
environmental commissions, green teams, and other local groups who want to
be at the vanguard of this important movement. Individuals can also become
members. Benefits of membership include:
• alerts about available funding and promotional programs for EV charging
infrastructure;
• a Municipal Guide, which outlines template resolutions, model ordinances,
and other helpful content to assist municipalities;
• a weekly summary of media reporting on developments in the EV field;
• access to the EV studies and plans developed by ChargEVC;
• updates on the electric vehicle market in New Jersey;
• advocacy opportunities at the State level for programs and policies.
Municipal membership dues are $100 annually and membership for individuals
costs $50. Find more information at www.chargevc.org/how-to-join/.
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Funding and help
for rain gardens in
South Jersey
Free expert consultation and
cash rebates available

H

omeowners, municipalities, and
farmers in select areas are now eligible for
expert advice and financial assistance to
create rain gardens and other "green
infrastructure" projects through the South
Jersey Landscape Makeover Program.
This program is for select municipalities in
the Rancocas River, Hammonton, Salem,
and Maurice-Cohansey River watersheds,
but there may be opportunities in other
municipalities, depending on the project
and location.
Save the Source, a campaign sponsored
by Pinelands Preservation Alliance (PPA), is
offering a series of rain garden design
workshops and will provide free technical
advice and funding for homeowners and
municipalities. Farm owners will also be
eligible for grants to implement stormwater
best management practices.

Green infrastructure captures polluted
stormwater and prevents it from entering
lakes, rivers, and bays. It is the preferred
approach for managing polluted runoff
generated by the built environment through
green landscape features like rain gardens.
• Homeowners will be able to set up a free
consultation with Rutgers University
design professionals to plan their gardens.
• Homeowners will receive up to $450 back
after installing their gardens.
PPA works with its partners, the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions, American Littoral Society, New Jersey
Audubon, Partnership for the Delaware
Estuary, South Jersey Land and Water Trust,
New Jersey League of Conservation Voters,
and Rutgers Cooperative Extension, to
facilitate the South Jersey Landscape
Makeover Program, which is funded by the
National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation and the William
Penn Foundation.
For Information
• Contact Jaclyn Rhoads at
609-859-886O or
Jaclyn@pinelandsalliance.org
• To receive updates on this
program, please submit
your contact information
at http://savethesource.org/
landscape-makeoverprogram/.
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people 2019
Officers

Advisory Council

President: Ray Cywinski
Vice President for Operations:
John Thonet
Vice President for Development:
Barbara Vadnais
Treasurer: Leonard Berkowitz
Secretary: Stephen Souza
Past President: Nancy Tindall

Lili Haramaty
Priscilla Hayes
Blanche Hoffman
Martha Lieblich
Renee Resky
Bruce Riede
Karen Riede
Sandy Siegel
Peg Van Patton
Nancy Wysocki

Board
Nick D'Ambrosio
Patricia Elkis
Lee Farnham
Thomas Gibbons
Kate Hutelmyer
Marion McClary
Cinny MacGonagle
Kenneth Miller
Meishka Mitchell
Amanda Nesheiwat
Gary Szelc
Jenine Tankoos

Advisory Council
Chris Allyn
Kirk Barrett
Sandy Batty
Michele Bellinger
Cynthia Berchtold
Nancy Bond
John Capozucca
Nelson Dittmar
Allan Esenlohr
Julie Gandy
Marian Glenn
Joy Grafton
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ANJEC Staff
Jennifer M. Coffey, Executive Director
Elizabeth Ritter, Deputy Director
Lyle Landon, Membership
and Development Director
Karen Buchanan, Financial Manager
Isabella Castiglioni, Outreach Manager
N. Dini Checko, Resource Center
Michele Gaynor, Resource Center
Julie Lange Groth, Media Director
Sheila Baker Gujral, Resource Center
David Peifer, Highlands Project Director
Cheryl Reardon, South Jersey Bayshore
Project Director
LouAnn Rosenthal, Administration

ANJEC Volunteers
Candace Ashmun, Environmental Summit
Volunteer
Jillian Madsen, Media Volunteer
Steve Carroll, Resource Center Volunteer
Ann Marchioni, EarthShare Volunteer
Matthew Hanks, Media Volunteer

2017 Climate
March in
Washington

Local Action Toolkits now available
Has your environmental commission or green team identified some issues you
want to work on in the coming year, but don't know how to get started? The
ANJEC Resource Center has prepared a set of tools and information that may help
you get out of the starting gate with a bang.

Climate Action Toolkit - Includes dozens of helpful resources, such as:
• How to assess a community carbon footprint
• Model resolution for a municipal greenhouse gas audit
• Resource paper on siting solar installations in NJ
• Guidance for creating Plug-In Electric Vehicle (PEV) friendly ordinances
• Information on stream corridor protection
• Model water conservation ordinance and how to develop one

Plastic Pollution Toolkit - Articles, reports and sample ordinances including:
• Sample municipal ordinances for balloon release ban (Atlantic City) and
plastic bag reduction (Longport)
• Lambertville's food waste collection ordinance
• Lots of articles, tips and other information

Templates for basic environmental commission
annual reports and budgets
To get these tools, please contact the ANJEC Resource Center at info@anjec.org
or visit our website at www.anjec.org.
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Scenes from the 45th ANJEC

Photos by Gary Szelc and Renee Resky
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Save the dates

Fundamentals for
Effective Environmental
Commissions
Saturday, March 2 – Fairlawn
Saturday, March 9 – Bridgewater
Saturday, March 16 – West Deptford
9:00 am to 1:30 pm
Join ANJEC staff and other experts for a full morning of training. Learn
how to be an effective member of a municipal environmental commission.
Our 2019 program is newly updated and will include breakout sessions for
experienced and new environmental commissioners. More hands-on training
and networking opportunities are also planned.

The agenda includes:
•
•
•
•

Responsibilities and powers of an environmental commission
Site Plan Review
Creating/updating an ERI
The Municipal Master Plan and the Environmental Commission's
Role in the process
• Reviewing and updating Municipal Environmental Ordinances

Registration Details:
If your municipal commission/committee is an ANJEC
member, there is no charge
to attend.
Non-member participation
fee: $45

To register:
More details are coming
soon. Watch your email or
contact us at info@anjec.org
or 973-539-7547.
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ANJEC depends on our business members to help pay for the cost of printing
the ANJEC Report. Please let them know that you saw their ad here.
Remember, however, that ANJEC does not necessarily endorse any of these firms.

Casey & Keller, Inc.
CIVIL ENGINEERS, LAND SURVEYORS,
PLANNERS

PARK DESIGN
GREEN ACRES SURVEYS
REDEVELOPMENT

P.O. Box 191
258 Main Street
Millburn, NJ 07041
Ph 973-379-3280
Fx 973-379-7993

www.caseyandkeller.com

Garden State Laboratories, Inc.
BACTERIOLOGICAL & CHEMICAL TESTING
“Quality is No Accident”
– Mathew Klein, MS,
Founder

info@gslabs.com
www.gslabs.com

410 Hillside Ave • Hillside, NJ 07205 • (800) 273-8901

Environmental Consulting
Thomas D’Angelo
17 Indian Terrace
Lafayette, NJ 07848
973•875•8585
Fax: 973•875•8080
Environmental Impacts • Wetlands • www.njeco.com
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ANJEC depends on our business members to help pay for the cost of printing
the ANJEC Report. Please let them know that you saw their ad here.
Remember, however, that ANJEC does not necessarily endorse any of these firms.
• Endangered Species Surveys
• Wildlife Inventories/Studies
• Habitat Mitigation Proposals

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS
Jill Stein Dodds
President
jsdodds@biostarassociates.com
(908) 996-3214
• Wetland Delineations
• Ecological Impact Assessments

• Photography
• Expert Testimony

The environmentally-conscious
choice for safe, responsible, and
efficient concrete washout!

Lower Total Cost Alternative
100% Compliant
EPA Recommended
Reclaimed Concrete is Recycled
roger@concretewashoutnjny.com
www.concretewashoutnjny.com

973-942-3131

Network with ANJEC
Social networking can offer important tools for staying connected, getting
news out quickly and gathering feedback in a world where people have many
choices for how they communicate. That’s why ANJEC is on both Facebook
and Twitter. We’d love to highlight your town’s successes on our Facebook
page, so please “like” us at www.facebook.com/ANJECpage and then post your
commission or green team events, activities and accomplishments. On Twitter,
please follow @ANJECtweets and you’ll find ANJEC on Instagram too!
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ANJEC depends on our business members to help pay for the cost of printing
the ANJEC Report. Please let them know that you saw their ad here.
Remember, however, that ANJEC does not necessarily endorse any of these firms.

ENVIRONMENTAL
LAND USE PLANNING

ENVIRONMENTAL &
ENGINEERING STUDIES
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Environmental Impact Statements
Wetland Studies
Floodplain Studies and Flood Control
Stormwater Best Management Practices
Natural Resource Inventories
Site Evaluation Studies
Permits
Expert Testimony

●
●

●
●
●
●

Community Master Plans
Zoning and Land
Development Ordinances
Environmental Ordinances
Site Plans & Subdivisions
Development Feasibility Studies
Expert Testimony

John A. Thonet, PE, PP
14 Upper Kingtown Road • Pittstown, NJ 08867
Tel: 908.238.0473 • Fax: 908.238.9164
john.thonet@thonetassociates.com

www.thonetassociates.com
Environmental Strategy Consultants
Project Management Support and Services
CAGE: 819L6, DUNS: 82-795-9151

*SBE

TheNomadGroup.com
(973) 771-3745
info@thenomadgroup.com

Thanks to ANJEC Supporters

PSEG
Atlantic City Electric
An Exelon Company

Church & Dwight Co., Inc.
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ANJEC depends on our business members to help pay for the cost of printing
the ANJEC Report. Please let them know that you saw their ad here.
Remember, however, that ANJEC does not necessarily endorse any of these firms.
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the ANJEC Report. Please let them know that you saw their ad here.
Remember, however, that ANJEC does not necessarily endorse any of these firms.

Globally, our demand for natural resources will more than
double our current supply. If we don’t start working towards
a solution now, it will be too late.
That’s why SUEZ is consolidating our businesses around a
single mission — preparing for the resource revolution.
By pooling our resources today, we’re able to bring a global
network to work on a local level. We do this so you can
continue to enjoy the great water and service you do today,
for many years to come.
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Kudos to Environmental Achievement Award winners, see page 6
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