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MS4 Background
• NJDEP is delegated to implement Stormwater Permit Program for USEPA 

under Federal Clean Water Act & NPDES stormwater rules
o 40 CFR 122 & NJ Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program rules at NJAC 7:14A-25

• EPA’s audit of our program in 2016 resulted in the need to enhance the 
MS4 permit program to address water quality concerns
o MS4 program was not compliant with Federal Phase II Stormwater program requirements
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Tier A Reassignments (cont’d)

Former Tier A & B Map

• 11 Tier B towns were also required to be reassigned 
due to their population increase to >1000
o In the urbanized area - based on the Census
o Allamuchy, Chesterfield, Elk, Elmer, Hoboken (CSO), 

Hopewell Borough/Mercer, Lambertville, Ridgefield Park 
(CSO), Upper Freehold, Woodbine, Woolwich



Tier A Reassignments
• The MS4 permitting program is required by both federal & state rules

o to address water quality & flooding issues due to poor design & maintenance
o Tier B permit was a NJ state-only permit & can not incorporate water quality 

related requirements

• The Federal and State rules require states review population, water 
quality and other relevant factors related to the MS4 discharges and 
to periodically re-evaluate their MS4 permitting designations

• Evaluated information regarding waters with Total Maximum Daily 
Loads (TMDLs) and impairments of water quality standards
o Limited concerns to common municipal stormwater related pollutants
o Do waters within or bordering towns have TMDLs, impairments, other significant 

water quality impacts, including habitat and biological impacts such as HABs
o Are waters within or bordering the towns designated as sensitive waters
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Every Former Tier B 
town has at least 1 

impairment or TMDL for 
stormwater related 

pollutants



Sensitive Waters

N.J.A.C. 7:9B

FreshWater 1
Pinelands

Category 1
Trout Production (C1) 
Trout Maintenance

The FW1 and Pinelands 
waters are our 
Outstanding National 
Resource Waters

Sensitive Waters

New Jersey Surface Water 
Quality Standards

N.J.A.C. 7:9B

Freshwater 2-Trout 
Production (Category 1), 
FW2-Trout Maintenance & 
FW2- NonTrout (Category 
1).



Sensitive 
waters with 

Water Quality 
Impairments 

and/or 
TMDLs



2023 Tier A Permit 
- Major Changes -

• Composting & wood chipping/grinding 
• No longer authorized by MS4 permit
• Must obtain a Woodwaste Recycling and Leaf Composting (WRC) permit

• Complete inlet retrofits
• By January 1, 2028

• New private salt storage and tree removal/replacement ordinances
• Will be posted for informal comment shortly

• Dedicated stormwater webpage must be developed
• We have a HTML model page available

• Street sweeping requirements completely revised
• Roads with inlets that drain to Surface Water swept 3 times/year
• Roads without inlets, but still drain to Surface Water swept 1 time/year
• Begin by January 1, 2026

• Mapping required of all MS4 related stormwater infrastructure
• By January 1, 2026



2023 Tier A Permit 
- Major Changes cont’d-

• Improved municipal maintenance yard requirements
• Make sure all materials are managed properly/covered
• All conditions in 2018 Attachment E are now in the body of the permit

• Removal of excess piles of salt deposited during spreading operations
• Within 72 hours after end of storm

• Increased employee training frequency for some topics
• 2018 permit required 1/year and 1/2 years with some overlap

• Added road erosion control requirement back into permit
• Removed in 2009 permit due to potential overlap

• Added new requirement for the creation of Watershed Improvement Plans
• Address TMDLs and water quality impairments
• 3 Phases of development
• Additional mapping & understanding of drainage and sensitive areas
• Required Stakeholder Outreach
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Grant Program for 
- Original Tier A Municipalities -

• $25,000 available to each of the 456 Original Tier A Municipalities 

• 2 Disbursements
o Initial $15,000 awarded upon receipt of a completed application

• Can be submitted up until the end of this calendar year -12/31/23

o Final $10,000 awarded upon receipt of Stormwater Infrastructure Map
• Maps are due as per the permit by 1/1/2026

• Applications are simple, 1-page easy, fillable PDF documents at 
https://nj.gov/dep/wlm/grants/swgrant.html
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• Tier A renewal Infrastructure Map to include:
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Original Tier A Municipalities
- Stormwater Infrastructure Map -

• Outfalls
• Groundwater 

discharge points
• Interconnections
• Inlets
• Manholes

• Conveyance
• Pump Stations
• Stormwater Facilities
• Property boundaries of 

maintenance yards and 
other ancillary operations

• Mapping stormwater infrastructure enables 
better overall MS4 management

• Free-to-Use ArcGIS licenses and access to 
mapping tools and templates 
available https://nj.gov/dep/dwq/msrp_home.htm

• MS4 staff are available for virtual or in-person 
training

https://nj.gov/dep/dwq/msrp_home.htm


Grant Program for 
- New Tier A Municipalities -

• $75,000 available to each of the New 101 Tier A Municipalities 

• 2 Disbursements
o $25,000 to be awarded upon receipt of a completed application

• Applications may be submitted at any time this calendar year -12/31/23

o Remaining $50,000 to be awarded upon receipt of a complete 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SPPP or SP3)
• SP3s due as per the permit by 1/1/2024

• Applications are simple, 1-page fillable PDF documents at 
https://nj.gov/dep/wlm/grants/swgrant.html
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New Tier A Municipalities
- Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan -

• SPPP details each town’s MS4 
stormwater program for each 
permit condition

• Stormwater Program Coordinator 
Training

• MS4 staff can provide guidance



Application Forms
- Original - - New -
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Tier A Grants Webpage 
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https://www.nj.gov/dep/wlm/

Links to Applications and other Resources



Helpful Contacts and Webpages

• Contacts
o Gabriel.Mahon@dep.nj.gov, Bureau Chief 
o Nancy.Kempel@dep.nj.gov, Section Chief
o Daniel.Kuti@dep.nj.gov, Supervisor
o MS4 program general mailbox at Stormwatermanager@dep.nj.gov
o MS4 county Case Manager email list at https://nj.gov/dep/dwq/msrp_home.htm
o Or call our Bureau at (609) 633-7021
o Grant Information mailbox at Stormwatergrantsinfo@dep.nj.us

• Other helpful information 
o Watershed & Land Management – https://www.nj.gov/dep/wlm/grants/swgrant.html

• For Information about these Stormwater Grants

o MS4 Program - https://nj.gov/dep/dwq/msrp_home.htm
• Final MS4 Tier A final permit (including mapping requirements)
• SP3 Template
• Mapping Tools and Training
• Model Ordinances
• Outfall Inspection Forms
• MS4 Guidance 
• Stormwater Management information
• …many other helpful documents 17
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