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Green Acres 
Program Areas 

State Land Acquisition 
• Opportunities?

Local and Nonprofit Assistance Program
• $$$$ 

Planning and Technical Services
• Technical Assistance

Reorganization:
• Blue Acres
• Legal Services and Stewardship is now 

Public Land Compliance in OTPLA



“Recreation and conservation purposes” means the use of lands 
for beaches, biological or ecological study, boating, camping, fishing, 
forests, greenways, hunting, natural areas, parks, playgrounds, protecting 
historic properties, water reserves, watershed protection, wildlife preserves, 
active sports, or a similar use for either public outdoor recreation or conservation 
of natural resources, or both.

"What can we buy?"

Eligible Acquisition
Projects



"What can we build?"

Eligible Development 
Projects



What is 
stewardship?

Eligible Stewardship 
Projects



Be innovative!



Be Brave !



Who are we?

Where are we?

How are we doing?
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Green Acres Acquisition Projects and State Population since the Creation of
the Green Acres Program

Cumulative Acreage (thousands) Trend:  Population of NJ (at the start of the decade, in the millions)

Source:  Green Acres Database as of 06-30-2023 and US Census Bureau 

Keeping  Up With The Population











Stakeholders



Accessing the Outdoors









People 
care 
about 
Nature!



Public Investment 
in Open Space 
and Parks in 2023

Local governments:  $27.2 million
Nonprofits:   $  8.7 million

Urban Parks   $  7.6 million

State Acquisition:  $35.3  million

Total:    $78.8 million
   



Funding Opportunities

Cha-Ching!



Grants and Loans 
Page

• I m p r o v e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  f u n d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

• I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  d e a d l i n e s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

• K e y w o r d  S e a r c h



Open Space 
Taxes in 2022

233 Local Governments:     $116 million

21 Counties:       $241  million

Total:        $357 million
   



o Public Engagement and Outreach
o Synthetic turf fields, pickleball

o Environmental Justice
o Adversely Stressed Overburdened Communities 
o Urban Aid AS/OBCs = 100% grants!

o Community Revitalization
o Conservation Tourism

o Protection of Natural and Historic Resources
o Stewardship

o Climate Mitigation and Resilience
o Tree policy, renewable energy

o Consistency with Open Space and Recreation 
Planning
o Planning Incentives, SCORP

Application 
Ranking: 
What we look for



Engage ALL 
members 
of the 
public!



Areas of 
Greatest Need





“Strings”

• Recreation and Open Space Inventory 
(ROSI)

• Diversions / Disposals (State House 
Commission)

• Routine Inspections
 
 Be our eyes and ears!



The Future   Funding round:  February 2024
   Applications released this month

  Workshops – How To’s

  Local rules (stakeholder  
  meetings – How are we doing?)

  Outside, Together! – public  
  comments by October 18th



Contact Us! www.NJGreenAcres.org

Thank you!!


	Martha Sullivan Sapp�Director
	Community Investment and Economic Revitalization
	Green Acres �Program Areas 
	"What can we buy?"��Eligible Acquisition �Projects
	"What can we build?"��Eligible Development Projects
	What is stewardship?��Eligible Stewardship Projects
	Be innovative!
	����Be Brave !
	Who are we?���Where are we?���How are we doing?
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Public Investment in Open Space and Parks in 2023
	Slide Number 23
	Grants and Loans Page
	Open Space Taxes in 2022
	Application Ranking: �What we look for
	Engage ALL members of the public!�
	Areas of Greatest Need
	Slide Number 29
	“Strings”
	The Future
	Contact Us!

