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Let’s Talk About 
Recycling



See it to believe it!
TAKE A TOUR OF OUR RECYCLING FACILITY 



Burlington County 
Program Background

► County owns the landfill and runs the 
recycling program. 

► Longstanding contract with the 
Occupational Training Center (OTC). 

► OTC operates Class A Recycling Center, 
Class B recycling, Convenience Center, 
landfill litter pickup crews. 

Burlington County Landfill

Robert C. Shinn Jr. Recycling Center, Burlington County



How our Recycling Program Works 

► 150,000 Single Family Homes
► 30,000 Multifamily Units (200 complexes)
► 40 Municipal Drop-offs
► 140 Schools



Recycling is brought 
back to OTC to be 
processed, sorted, 
and marketed by 

material type.

Bales of PET, mixed paper, and HDPE-C



Updated to $13 Million 
Single Stream System in 2015

Optical sorters 
allow us to sort 
thousands of 
plastic bottles 
every minute.

Approximately 
200 tons of 
recyclables are 
sorted per day!



Program Success



Program Success



Challenges: Contamination

Does this look right?



Markets & Circularity 
► Circular design approach in our production of goods and services. 
► Considerations for a product’s end of life is key. 
► Strong markets needed for recycled content and incentives for producers 

to invest in sustainable supply chains. 
► A need for ethical markets. 



Plastics Recycling 
Misconceptions

► Not all plastics are easy to recycle. 

► Plastics are composed of different 
polymer types.

► Plastics have varying physical and 
chemical properties that impact their 
recyclability. 

► Some plastics have limited markets.



Public Distrust

We are inundated with news and 
daunting statistics…

… yet I remind myself of the bigger 
picture and the knowledge we share.



Burlington County Plastic 
Recycling Data

► 740,000 more lbs. of bottles were 
recycled in 2022 vs. 2018.

► In 2023, our homes recycled 45 lbs. 
of plastic bottles.

► US and Canadian recyclers want 
more plastics!

► The domestic demand for recycled 
plastic is rising.



Residue Study

► Each year only 1.1%, 0.7%, and 2.7% of the PET, NatHDPE, and C-HDPE 
respectively are not captured by our system. 

► Most of these containers were not recycled properly (crushed, filled with liquid). 

MATERIALS 2023 TOTALS
% found on 
residue line

lbs. not captured by 
system, based on audit Material

Per ton Sept 
2024 Pricing Revenue loss

PET 4,232.89 1.1% 92,000 PET $405 $18,630

HDPE Natural 753.03 0.7% 11,232 NatHDPE $940 $5,279

HDPE Colored 862.83 2.7% 48,298 CHDPE $260 $6,279

Steel Cans (gross tons) 1,324.70 0.0% Steel Cans $0

Aluminum 1,071.37 0.4% 7,862 Aluminum $1,805 $7,095

Lbs. system didn't capture 159,392 $37,283

Tons system didn't capture 80



Extended Producer Responsibility
Benefits of EPR:

► Reduces waste.

► Increases recycling rates. 

► Encourages innovation. 

► Improves infrastructure.

► Ensures accountability!



Reducing Plastic Use

► Avoid the worst plastics.
► #3, 6, & 7 have the most limited recycling 

markets and are the most toxic to 
produce. 

► Seek alternatives to plastic.
► Use reusable containers or opt for a more 

recyclable container such as aluminum 
cans.

► Refuse single-use plastics when 
possible. 
► Plastic straws, utensils, and bags often 

end up in landfills or littered on our land 
and waterways.

Note - Individual actions are just the tip of the iceberg! 



Infrastructure Investment

Proper waste 
management 
infrastructure

reduction of the 
amount of waste 
in landfills and 
incinerators. 

Map of Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) in the United States. 



Legislation

► Extended Producer Responsibility
► Product Packaging Stewardship (S208) 
► Paint Care (S2433) 

► Truth in Labelling (S224/A2775) 
► “Prohibits sale, distribution, and import of certain 

products marketed as recyclable, unless DEP 
determines that products are widely recycled.”

► Uniform Statewide Recycling List.
► Revisions to “Dry Cell Battery Management Act” to 

address rechargeable and embedded batteries 
(A3876). 



Call to Action: Let’s Work Together 
& Fight the Myths!

► Recycling in NJ is alive and well.

► Plastic bottles are recycled at a high rate in NJ.

► We aren’t landfilling any of the properly recycled materials that we collect.

► Don’t be a “wish” cycler – only put items in your carts that you know we take.
When in doubt – ask.

► Keep hazardous items out! They can truly harm the people who sort them.



Feel free to reach out!

Jesse Nicieza

Assistant District Recycling 
Coordinator
609-499-1001 ext. 4309

jnicieza@co.burlington.nj.us



Image Credits

All images used in this presentation are property 
of Burlington County, NJ, unless otherwise noted. 
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