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Agenda 
● Stormwater: What’s The Fuss?

● Current Stormwater Funding Practices

● Intro to Stormwater Utilities (SWU) 

● Flood Defense Overview

● Jersey Water Works

● Questions



What is Stormwater?

• Rain or melting snow 
that flows off of streets, 
lawns, or other sites 
(EPA)

• Why is stormwater 
runoff increasing?

– Development & 
increased storm 
intensity and 
frequency.



A Growing Problem



• Stormwater fouls our waters
• Stormwater floods our communities
• Stormwater hurts our economy

What’s the Fuss?

Post-Ida, Lambertville (Stephen 
Harris) Post-Ida, Lambertville (NJ.com)



• Property Taxes

Current Stormwater Funding Practices

• Sewer Fees



What Are My Options?

• Do Nothing

• Increase Property Taxes

• Increase Sewer Rates

• Create a Stormwater 
Utility



What is a Stormwater Utility?

Similar to a water or sewer utility, 

a stormwater utility is a dedicated funding 

mechanism to pay for a community’s stormwater 

management program.



Source: Campbell,  Warren, "Western Kentucky University Stormwater Utility Survey 2022" (2022). 

SEAS Faculty Publications. Paper 6. https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/seas_faculty_pubs/6



Clean Stormwater & Flood Reduction Act

• New Jersey law allows, but does not require, local governments to 
establish stormwater utilities.

• Stormwater utilities must collect fees based on the amount of stormwater a 
property generates. 

• Can be established by municipalities, counties, groups of municipalities, and 
sewerage and improvement authorities. 

• Funds generated are dedicated solely to stormwater management.

https://pub.njleg.gov/bills/2018/S1500/1073_R2.PDF


Stormwater Utility: Key Benefits

● Equitable

● Dedicated

● Stable
● Sole exemption -

agriculture/horticulture



Stormwater Utility: What Can It Pay For?

● Establishment of a Stormwater Utility

● Capital Expenditures 

● Operations & Maintenance

● Asset Management

● Permit Compliance
● Public Outreach & Education



https://stormwaterutilities.njfuture.org/key-milestones-for-implementation/

Steps to Establish a Stormwater Utility



• Definition: Stormwater credits are ongoing 
reductions in a customer’s stormwater fee 
provided for private stormwater 
management activities that reduce demand 
on the stormwater system and/or reduce the 
utility’s costs.

• Credit programs also provide a venue for 
stormwater utilities to promote green 
initiatives, sustainable development and 
environmental stewardship across their 
service area(s).

• NJDEP Guidance

Stormwater Credits

Source: NJF GI Toolkit



Community Research: Important Questions to Answer

● What are the problems facing your community?

● What are your community’s goals for managing stormwater?

● Do you need a different structure and more resources?

● What is the cost of inaction?



SWU Investigations in New Jersey

• Municipal Perspective

– Flooding Issues

– Stormwater 
Infrastructure Needs

– Water Quality Concerns

– Regulatory Compliance

Source: NJF





Getting Involved



Flood Defense

Flood Defense Resources

◆ Stormwater Experts

◆ Website

◆ SWU Resource Center



Jersey Water Works

• JWW SWU 
Subcommittee SWU Series

jerseywaterworks.org/latest-news/stormwater-utility-information-forum-hosted-by-members-of-
jersey-water-works/

http://jerseywaterworks.org/latest-news/stormwater-utility-information-forum-hosted-by-members-of-jersey-water-works/
http://jerseywaterworks.org/latest-news/stormwater-utility-information-forum-hosted-by-members-of-jersey-water-works/


Contact

Lindsey Massih
Program Manager
New Jersey Future

lmassih@njfuture.org

stormwaterutilities.njfuture.org

mailto:lmassih@njfuture.org
https://stormwaterutilities.njfuture.org/
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