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NJ Composting Council



NJCC Mission Statement

A nonprofit industry group 

advancing compost 

manufacturing, compost 

utilization, and organics and 

food waste recycling to 

benefit our members, society, 

and the environment.
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Municipalities

Carteret

Fanwood

Glen Ridge

Ridgewood

Riverton

Secaucus

Westwood

NJCC Members & Partners 

Local Green 

Teams

Recycling 

Coordinators

Compost 

Consultants

Universities

Compost 

Manufacturers

Micro Haulers

Equipment 

Manufacturers

Compostable 

Tableware 

Manufacturers

State Agencies
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We Consult, Educate and 

Advocate
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● NJ DEP - Higher Ed
● NJ AG - Animal farms
● EPA - HS Bergen County

Organics 
Recycling & 
Composting 
Programs 

• MSW Food Waste Diversion Programs Design 

• Training & Consulting

• County Solid Waste Plan

Municipality & 
County Support

Bills, Laws, & 
Regulations

Education 

• Provide Comment on Bills

• Testify in Trenton

• Partner with others for Advocacy

● Webinars

● Organics waste management summit 

● Education committee 



MSW  traditional disposal 
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The  Data
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● NJDEP ESTIMATES 1.46 million tons of food 

waste was generated in the state during 2017 

and more than 89% of that was disposed of

● Food waste is  22% of the MSW disposed in 

either a landfill or incinerator in New Jersey 

● 45%+ of the waste  to landfills/incinerators are 

organics



The Generators
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Table 1: NJDEP Draft Food Waste Reduction Plan



The  Issue
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● 6.7% of all global greenhouse gases come 

from food waste. - UN Food and Agriculture 

Organization

● EPA require capture systems continue to 

provide 25% of methane release. 

● Landfills are at capacity, neighbors, 

sustainability, etc

● Untreated Leachete.

● Unused valuable resource.



● Landfills are 17% of the US methane emissions - US EPA
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The Issue
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● Lack of space

● State regulatory permitting cost

● Start up- infrastructure cost

● Lack resident  of participation

● Budget cuts

● Know how

● Staff Limitations and Lack of Partners 

(PPP)

● Contamination

Municipal Food Waste Diversion 
Challenges



What is Compost?

Composting is the natural process of recycling 

organic matter, such as leaves and food scraps, into 

a valuable fertilizer that can enrich soil and plants. -
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● Improves soil structure, porosity and density

● Increases infiltration and permeability of heavy soilse 

● Improves water holding capacity, reducing water loss 

and leaching in sandy soils

● Soil health

● extends the life of landfills!
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Benefits of Composting



copyright njcomposting.com

● Education only 

● Backyard composting

● Community

● Municipal 

● County site 

Municipal Food waste 
options
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Backyard 

- No hauling

- Use your own end 

product

- “Free”   

Backyard
versus

Large scale

Large scale

- Everyone can do it (no 

backyard?) 

- Composter subsidy



WHAT TUMBLER

SHOULD I GET?

NON-INSULATED TUMBLER

• Less expensive

• Does the job

INSULATED TUMBLER

• Reaches temperatures of 110-160 

degrees. Year round composting

• Can compost ALL food scraps 

• Short breakdown time (6-8 weeks)

• Top quality material

Executive Order 

No. 100, d
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Philadelphia Community Compost Network

Decentralized Community Networks

Municipal Community Food 
Waste recycling 



Municipal Food Waste 
Drop off 
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NJDEP Convenience 

center exemption.



Residential Pick 
Up Drop off
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Municipal Composting
Queensboro Bridge
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County Composting



Get Involved
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● Support your grassroot 

org

● Run a course

● Participate in county 

planning  

● Help us educate a 

legislator 

● Start a diversion 

program (pilot!)  



Join us!

Jairo E. Gonzalez 
Website: NJComposting.com

Email: jairo@njcomposting.com
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