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Wildlife Need to MOVE



It’s Not Easy Being NJ

“Habitat loss or modification is the greatest threat to ​New Jersey’s wildlife”​ -NJ Wildlife Action Plan (2017)

     >10,000
    vehicles/day



www.CHANJ.nj.gov



www.CHANJ.nj.gov



Tools and Resources to Guide:

• Land protection

• Habitat management and restoration

• Mitigation of road barriers







CHANJ Guidance Doc: Wildlife Passage System Specs



www.CHANJ.nj.gov



• Download layers from NJ Geographic Information 
Network (www.nj.gov/njgin/) and search 'CHANJ'

• Add as Feature Services from ArcGIS Online in Arc 
Map or Arc Pro (search 'CHANJ')

• Other web apps:
➢NJ GeoWeb
➢Conservation Blueprint
➢NJDEP Land Resource Protection Reviewer

Other Ways to Access the Data



CHANJ Web Viewer: Intro



CHANJ Web Viewer: Intro



CHANJ Web Viewer: CHANJ Layers



CHANJ Cores, Corridors, Stepping Stones



Road Segments



Preserved Land & NAACC Culvert Inventory



NAACC Culvert Inventory



NAACC Culvert Inventory



Culvert Assessments in CHANJ Areas (N=823)
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‘No Barrier’ Crossing



~50 projects 

Road Wildlife Mitigation Projects

>30 projects 
permitted 
since 2016



Example:  Road Wildlife Mitigation Project



Example:  Road Wildlife Mitigation Project
Before

After



Wildlife Monitoring

After:



Example:  Road Wildlife Mitigation Project



Example:  Road Wildlife Mitigation Project



Example:  Road Wildlife Mitigation Project



Central Region Concerns



2014 - 2024

Bobcat Story

Tyler Christensen

Cerreta. A.L. et al. 2023. Habitat
suitability and landscape connectivity
for an expanding population of 
bobcats.  Landscape Ecology. 1-19. 

Confirmed Occurrences Suitable Habitat Habitat Connectivity



Additional CHANJ Tools & Resources



Reporting Wildlife Sightings



Reporting Wildlife Sightings Webpage



Courtesy of Daniel Magda





CHANJ Listserv
www.CHANJ.nj.gov



#CHANJ

>800 ‘on road’ sightings of ~50 wildlife species reported in NJ Wildlife Tracker over 2 years

@newjerseyfishandwildlife



NEW      in 2025



dep.nj.gov/greenacres

Green Acres / CHANJ Initiative



• Action Plan will identify wildlife corridors, wildlife-
vehicle collision hotspots, and existing or planned 
barriers to wildlife movement along these corridors.

• Action Plan will recommend specific wildlife crossing 
projects and mitigation strategies.

• CHANJ project is cited as a strategic resource.

• “Due date”: June 2028 (3 yrs)

• Updated every 10 years

• See full text at Senate Bill 3618

NJ Legislature passed bill on 6/30/25 directing 
DEP & DOT to jointly develop a Wildlife 

Corridor Action Plan

Wildlife Corridor Action Plan Legislation



Northeast Habitats & Highways Training

Filming in NJ, Aug 2024

VTrans training



Northeast Habitats & Highways Training

www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpuXWU-64cg

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpuXWU-64cg__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IgF5kTymf6sFZXwprNtxtAwfFqbZeDBRX-I3vvOz3YINhiZADClS_wIV0o8_aIRIOzU8ZnSs9YSW8duvCLXcnVFhtMDlC8mdLsI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpuXWU-64cg__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IgF5kTymf6sFZXwprNtxtAwfFqbZeDBRX-I3vvOz3YINhiZADClS_wIV0o8_aIRIOzU8ZnSs9YSW8duvCLXcnVFhtMDlC8mdLsI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpuXWU-64cg__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IgF5kTymf6sFZXwprNtxtAwfFqbZeDBRX-I3vvOz3YINhiZADClS_wIV0o8_aIRIOzU8ZnSs9YSW8duvCLXcnVFhtMDlC8mdLsI$


How You Can Help

Learn More: The CHANJ website is a one-stop-shop for all things ‘CHANJ.’  There, you will find a short 
promo video, the Mapping and Guidance Document, a CHANJ Mapping Tutorial video, featured projects 
and partners, and lots more connectivity-related information from across NJ and the Northeast.  

Stay in the Loop:
•Sign up for the CHANJ email list at https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/education/email-lists/
•Like NJDEP Fish & Wildlife’s Facebook page at facebook.com/NewJerseyFishandWildlife
•Follow NJDEP Fish & Wildlife on Instagram @newjerseyfishandwildlife

Take Action:
• Planning:  See how your jurisdiction intersects with the CHANJ Mapping, and consider habitat cores 

and corridors in master plans, environmental plans, natural resource inventories, or even ordinances 
and zoning to elevate protection of habitat connectivity.

• NJ Wildlife Tracker – roadkills of all kinds, and rare species observations
• NAACC assessment training
• Share with others

http://www.chanj.nj.gov/
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/education/email-lists/
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/education/email-lists/
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/education/email-lists/
http://www.facebook.com/NewJerseyFishandWildlife
http://www.facebook.com/NewJerseyFishandWildlife


Postcards



Signs



Thank You for being part of the CHANJ!
www.CHANJ.nj.gov CHANJ@dep.nj.gov
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