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ANJEC’s Mission
Our Mission
To promote local action to protect and 
restore New Jersey’s natural resources and 
ensure equitable, healthy communities. 

ANJEC advances its mission by engaging in 
diverse and inclusive practices through 
leadership, partnerships, education, 
advocacy for strong public policy and 
support of environmental commissions, 
public officials and communities throughout 
New Jersey.
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SKIP THE STUFF LAW!  
“Accessories Upon 

Request”

 N.Dini Checko, April 8th 



Skip the Stuff Law
“Accessories Upon Request “ 
 S3195/A5157

Each year, more than 40 billion throwaway plastic 
utensils are handed out in the U.S. 
WIN Business – Save inventory & labor costs
WIN  Customer – Save trash costs & clutter
WIN  Municipality – Reduce litter & save trash costs 



Municipal Engagement Key 

60+ towns passed ordinances or resolutions 
(2023-2025)
Grassroots lobbying in Trenton Senate & 
Assembly Committees; signed into law by 
Governor Murphy on January 20, 2026 

Red Bank case study demonstrated 
significant financial/waste savings



Skip the Stuff - Opt-in for 
Delivery/Takeout 

Makes the following single-use accessories 
opt-in vs. automatically provided for delivery  & 
takeout ONLY

- Utensils - forks, knives, spoons, chopsticks
- Napkins
- Condiments - sauces, sweeteners, 

seasonings, spices 
- Applies to meal orders placed in person, 

over the phone or online



Skip the Stuff - Dine In

Reusable utensils required for full 
service restaurants with seating 
capacity for 10 or more with wait staff



Additional  Law Info

- Effective August 1, 2026
- 180 day education campaign 
- Law preempts existing ordinances 
- Noncompliance - Warning, $100 fine, $250 
- Enforcement County Environmental Health Officers/ 

Local health officers and the board of health can 
provide support 

- Food courts have a 2 year exemption 
- Law only applicable to food service businesses 



EDUCATION

EDUCATION 

EDUCATION   

 



Key Provisions
Store signage
Employee instructions 
Tip Cards

NJ Clean Communities funds can 
be used for signage (e.g, tip card) 
Advocates Drafted Educational 
Materials

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/106d8sW6IRe
9fzr75iav_39C1CmU0Ydo6 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/106d8sW6IRe9fzr75iav_39C1CmU0Ydo6
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/106d8sW6IRe9fzr75iav_39C1CmU0Ydo6




Educational Materials Available 



Skip the Stuff - Amplify Message

- Sample articles / Op-Eds 
 -  YouTube Videos
 -  Conference Presentations
 -  Tabling Events Earth Day/             
Plastics Free July 
 -  Social Media



Skip the Stuff - Amplify Message

- Educate your eating establishments/ 
Chamber of Commerce/ Downtown Business 
Districts  

 -  Promote in town newsletters/town website/                   
Mayor’s letters/local press 
 -  Social Media 



Are the laws Working? 
-Data is extremely valuable to help assess if law is working and what else needs to 
be addressed 
-2025 Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweep Data 
- It’s Spring Cleanup time – are you using a litter data collection sheet?  

- Ecs &  NJCC Coordinators 



Skip the Stuff - How Can I help? 

● Refuse single-use items at your local 
restaurants and tell friends to the same

● Educate restaurant owners,f friends and 
family members why SUPs are problematic

● Bring your reusables (for leftovers) 





https://shorturl.at/TVTPm

https://shorturl.at/TVTPm


Stay in touch!

P.O. Box 157
Mendham, NJ 07945

Mailing Address:

info@anjec.org
Email Address:

anjec.org
Website:

(973) 539-7547
Phone Number:

ANJEC Views

@ANJECposts

@ANJEC.bsky.social

@ANJECpag
e
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