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ANJEC’s Mission

Our Mission
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To promote local action to protect and
restore New Jersey’s natural resources and
ensure equitable, healthy communities.

ANJEC advances its mission by engaging in
diverse and inclusive practices through
leadership, partnerships, education,
advocacy for strong public policy and
support of environmental commissions,
public officials and communities throughout
New Jersey.
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SKIP THE STUFF LAW!

“Accessories Upon

Request”
hecko, April 8th
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Each year, more than 40 billion throwaway plastic
utensils are handed out in the U.S.

WIN Business — Save inventory & labor costs

WIN Customer — Save trash costs & clutter
WIN Municipality — Reduce litter & save trash costs




Municipal Engagement Key

60+ towns passed ordinances or resolutions
(2023-2025)

Grassroots lobbying in Trenton Senate &
Assembly Committees; signed into law by
Governor Murphy on January 20, 2026

Red Bank case study demonstrated
significant financial/waste savings




Skip the Stuff - Opt-in for
Delivery/Takeout

8. W E=B| Makes the following single-use accessories
i ews | opt-in vs. automatically provided for delivery &
takeout ONLY

Utensils - forks, knives, spoons, chopsticks
Napkins

Condiments - sauces, sweeteners,
seasonings, spices

Applies to meal orders placed in person,
over the phone or online




- ¢6 Skip the Stuff - Dine In

Reusable utensils required for full
service restaurants with seating
capacity for 10 or more with wait staff




Effective August 1, 2026
180 day educatlon campaign

Law preempts existing ordinances
Noncompliance - Warning, $100 fine, $250
Enforcement County Environmental Health Officers/
Local health officers and the board of health can
provide support

Food courts have a 2 year exemption

Law only applicable to food service businesses




‘ EDUCATION

EDUCATION




NJ Clean Communities funds can
be used for signage (e.g, tip card)

Advocates Drafted Educational
Materials

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/106d8sW6GIRe

fzr/5iav_39C1CmMUOYdo6

Key Provisions
Store signage
Employee instructions
Tip Cards



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/106d8sW6IRe9fzr75iav_39C1CmU0Ydo6
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/106d8sW6IRe9fzr75iav_39C1CmU0Ydo6

WE KINDLY ASK THAT
YOU REQUEST ONLY THE
ACCESSORIES
THAT YOU NEED.
Ask me how to Skip The Stuff
Thank you!
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Skip the Stuff!

Need single-use utensils and condiments?
Just ask!
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What's New?

To reduce waste and save costs,
restaurants no longer give single-use
utensils or condiments automatically for
take-out orders, but they're still available

upon request!

The Solution
Don't need it? Skip it.
Need it? Just ask!

New Jersey’s Skip the Stuff Law — Effective 9/1/2026
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How can your customers receive single-use condiments and utensils under New Jersey's Skip the Stuff Law?
For Take-Out Orders: ForDine-In:

o Fullservice restaurants (10 + seats with wait staff)
o Business must provide reusable utensils

o Single-use items provided upon request.
o Inperson: Business may ask the customer if utensils are

needed, or the customer can ask for them, o Casual dining festaurants
v You canalso offer utensi dispensers (oneitemat a time)  Single-use utensils and condiments may be provided
o Onling: orders must ask the customer f they want single-use Upon fequest
utensils and condiments
» The default assumption must be no” uniess requested.
What are single-use utensils and condiments?

o lems designed to be discarded after one use
o Utensils: Forks, knives, spoons, chopsticks
o Condiments: Sauces, seasonings, sweeteners, spioes

For more information, please vist.... ?




Educational Materials Available

SIMPLE SWAPS:

)| SUSTAINABLE

) PRACTICES FOR
RESTAURANTS!

YES, YOU CAN ACCEPT REUSABLE ITEMS!

Why It Matters:

Single-uze plastics contribute to poliution, harm wildiife, and can leach harmiul

chamicals into food and drinks. By welcoming reusable items, your réstaurant saves
money, raduces waste, protects the envircnment, and suppcns customans making
sustainatla chokas

Did You Know?

In New Jorsey, restaurants are allowed to accept clean, reusable containars, cups, and
utensis from customers. Particpating in sustainable practices can attract eco-

conscious customers and reduce your waste disposal Costs,
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ALLOW REUSABLE
COFFEE MUGS

« Customens can bring ther
own clean coffee mugs far
ey

* Encowrage customens to
abel ther mug sine

SAVE 313,000+
ANNUALLY

ACCEPT REUSABLE
CONTAINERS FOR
LEFTOVERS

» Customers can provae caan

containers for sta'f to pack
B overs & the table

o Customens csn request the

Takeoul Qrders be packed n
ther oen Cean contanans
outside the Wbtchen

SAVE 34,000+
ANNUALLY

ENCOURAGE

REUSABLE UTENSILS

& DRINKWARE

o Lat customears know they
Can bong ther oam Straws,
Qups, & Cullesy

o Offer an option 1o skip

single-Lse uensis in

1akeout and deivery ordars,
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STUDENT ENVIRONMENTAL
AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
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BEYOND PLASTICS

Skip The STUFF - Take

Out Disposable
6&5&22 6&&222

ReThink

ACTION FUND

SKIP THE STUFF CASE STUDY:

Borough of Red Bank

Restaurants providing single-use cutlery
and condiments upon request only



Skip the Stuff - Amplify Message

. Sample articles / Op-Eds
- YouTlube Videos

- Conference Presentations
- Tabling Events Earth Day/

Plastics Free July

- Social Media

BEYOND PLASTICS
NEW JERSEY




-e @ Skip the Stuff - Amplify Message
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Educate your eating establishments/
Chamber of Commerce/ Downtown Business
Districts

- Promote in town newsletters/town website/

Mayor’s letters/local press

- Social Media



Are the laws Working?

-Data is extremely valuable to help assess if law is working and what else needs to

be addressed
-2025 Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweep Data
- It's Spring Cleanup time — are you using a litter data collection sheet?

- Ecs & NJCC Coordinators

Table 1. COA Beach Sweeps Data 2021 - 2025; “Get Past
Plastic Law” Percentage of Total Items Collected

Law Enacted

“Get Past Plastic Law” Debris Item 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Foam Fast Food Containers 0.21% 0.17% 0.21% 0.19%
Foam Cups 0.58% 0.50%
Foam Trays 0.05% 0.04% 0.04%
Plastic Single Use Food/Shopping Bags 1.81% 1.55% 1.31% 1.01% 1.25%
Plastic Straws /Stirrers 6.78% 5.60% 5.59% 5.42% 5.57%

Decreases in BLUE, Increasesin (since enactment)



Skip the Stuff - How Can | help?

Refuse single-use items at your local
restaurants and tell friends to the same
. Educate restaurant owners,f friends and
family members why SUPs are problematic
. Bring your reusables (for leftovers)
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NJPACT (REAL) RULES
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v' Addresses flooding caused by development that pre-dates stormwater management
requirements by embracing stormwater management through redevelopment projects

v" Requires NEW development design
for the 83% percent that NJ will
experience sea level rise up to 4.4 feet

v Provides protections for wetlands that
serve as filters for water pollution,
absorb flood waters; and provide
habitat
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https://shorturl.at/TVTPm



https://shorturl.at/TVTPm
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Stay in touch!
@ @ANJECposts

(11| Tube:

“ @ANJEC.bsky.social
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Mendham, NJ 07945

Email Address:

Phone Number: Mailing Address:
(973) 539-7547 P.O. Box 157
4
=
W9 info@anjec.org

Website:
@ anjec.org


tel:(973)%20539-7547
tel:(973)%20539-7547
tel:(973)%20539-7547
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