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How does NJDEP Oversee Water Supply?

Quantity Quality



Where Does My Water Come From?
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For Public Water System Customers

• Monitoring requirements 
for contaminants based on 
health risk, population, 
source water type.

• Public Notification issued 
based on contaminant 
type, and health risks.



Regulated contaminants in Drinking Water



• Lead service lines are the dominant source of 
lead in drinking water.

• Public water systems must monitor, and treat 
water to minimize risk of corrosion.

• Community Water systems must identify and 
replace all lead or galvanized service lines by 
2031.

• Replacement may have a cost share 
component for the homeowner, but the 
system must coordinate the replacement.

• Residents can use a number of strategies, 
such as flushing, using filters, removing other 
lead fixtures to reduce the risk of exposure.

Lead in Drinking Water



• Often referred to as “Forever
chemicals” due to environmental 
persistence.

• NJ was the first to establish a
standard in drinking water (PFNA in 
2019)

• In 2024, EPA established Federal 
standards for 6 PFAS.

• In 2026, EPA proposed extending
compliance timeframe, and 
recission of 4 of the PFAS.

• NJDEP is evaluating EPA’s proposals.

PFAS



• Consumer Confidence Reports 
• A.k.a. Annual Drinking Water 

Quality Reports

• NJ Drinking Water Viewer
• Shows near-live monitoring

requirements, analytical results, 
violations

• Public Notification
• Direct delivery to customers 

required for water quality 
violations.

• Contact your water system 
directly for specific questions.

How can I Learn About My Water Quality?



• NJDEP does not provide specific 
recommendations from individual 
manufacturers, but any filter should 
meet appropriate NSF standards.

• Using a filter as a customer of a public 
water system is a personal choice.

• Before purchasing, consider what
objectives you want the filter to meet.

• Simply addressing taste and odor issues?
• Particular contaminants of concern?
• What filter configuration do you want?

• Maintain the treatment device in 
accordance with manufacturer’s 
recommendations

Should I buy an in-home water filter?



• You are responsible for your well’s
maintenance, testing.

You are your own 
“water company”

• Must be conducted during real 
estate transactions, or once every 
five years for leased properties

Private Well Testing 
Act

• NJDEP licenses well drillers and 
pump installers for technical 
expertise

Only hire properly 
licensed individuals 
for work on the well 

or pump

Considerations for Private Well Owners



At least one time per year:
• Sample for Total Coliform bacteria
• Nitrate

At least once every five years:
• Volatile Organic Compounds
• Lead
• Synthetic Organic Compounds
• PFAS
• Iron
• Manganese

At least once:
• Arsenic*
• Mercury
• Gross Alpha
• Uranium

Private Well Sampling Guidance



• Contact your local/county health 
department.

• Funding may be available if certain 
criteria are met

• NJ Spill Fund
• New Jersey Housing and Mortgage 

Finance Agency

• Consider what treatment may be 
appropriate given water quality 
conditions. 

What if my well exceeds a standard?



For public water system customers
• Violations Reports
• Drinking Water Viewer

• User Guide

• Lead in Drinking Water
• PFAS
• NJ Statewide Water Supply Plan
• NSF Certified Treatment Devices

Useful Links

For Private Well Owners
• Private Well Testing, Treatment 

Information
• Well Driller and Pump Installer 

Information
• Spill Fund Information
• NJHMFA Potable Water Loan 

Program
• Local Health Departments



609-292-7219

Brandon.Carreno@dep.nj.gov

Like & follow us!

https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/
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