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Wanaque Reservoir January 2026

1. Intro – DEP Drought of Concern and Monitoring 
Process

2. Current Status, Hydrologic Conditions & DEP Actions

3. Regional Updates

4. Weather Forecasts

5. Status Recap & How You Can Help

Agenda
Wanaque Reservoir January 2026

Wanaque Reservoir May 2026
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What is a Drought?

Multiple Types 
of Drought

Meteorological
• Periods of Low 

Precipitation and high 
heat

Hydrologic/ 
Water Supply 

Drought
• Reductions in 

water supplies 
such as reservoirs, 

streams and 
groundwater

Agricultural
• Evapotranspiration 

exceeds 
precipitation 

leading to 
insufficient soil 

moisture to meet 
crop need.



Collect data about 
precipitation, streamflow, 
unconfined groundwater, 
and reservoir levels

Develop drought 
indicators on a weekly 

basis

Based on severity, meet 
on set frequencies to 
deliberate, and advise 

management on 
drought status/actions

Once finalized and 
approved, publish 

indicators for 
distribution

What we do

The Drought Monitoring Workgroup is a cross-program group that regularly monitors water supply conditions and makes 
recommendations on drinking water supply status as well as ways to manage supplies. Based on the severity of the drinking water 

supply status (Normal, Watch, Warning or Emergency), the group expands and contracts to incorporate impacted programs.

Note: there are different types of droughts which affect sectors differently (e.g. meteorological, agricultural), the DMWG focuses on Water Supply Drought



Normal

Decision Making & Recommendations 

• Consultation
• No automatic “triggers” like other 

states/agencies.
• DMWG meets weekly during declining conditions 

and recommendations to management.

6 Drought Regions

Warning

Emergency

Regulatory/Statutory 
Authorized

 Actions

Governor’s 
Executive Order 

Declares, 
Commissioner’s AO 

directs

Commissioner’s 
Administrative Order

Indicators- 
specific for 
each region

Administrative 
Actions

Press Release
Voluntary 

Conservation – 
Alert to Systems

Mandatory 
Supply Side 
Measures
Voluntary 

Conservation

Mandatory 
Demand Side 

Measures 
(Phases 1-4)

Watch

Status 

Indicator Hydrologic Science                Water Supply Status & ActionsInforms
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Current Status, 
Hydrologic Conditions & Actions
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Current Status

General Climate Conditions
• Overall, 2025 was significantly drier 

than typical and trend has continued 
into 2026.

• Early Summer 2025 had modest 
rainfall, but since July precipitation has 
been below average.

• 21 of the last 24 months have seen 
below average precipitation.

From The Office of the State 
Climatologist 2026

From The Office of the State 
Climatologist 2026
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Current Status

Drought Warning as of 12-5-2025
• 2026 has been dry except for the first half of March 

when several storm systems yielded near average 
precipitation totals Statewide, above average in 
the northern NJ. 

• April and May were both on the drier side with 
below normal precipitation totals.

• Reservoir storage levels generally adequate as of 
June 1.

• Streamflow and groundwater continues to be 
stressed.
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Current Status- Regional Impacts (U.S. Drought 
Monitor)

June 2, 2026
(Released Thursday, June 4, 2026)

Current U.S. Drought Monitor



• Delaware – Statewide Watch
• Pennsylvania –Adjacent areas Watch/Normal
• New York State – Normal Statewide except Long 

Island region
• New York City – Normal 
• DRBC – Normal (based on reservoir storages)
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Current Status- Neighbors
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Confidential & Deliberative

11

Precipitation
30 day and 90 day
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Streamflow
30 day and 90 day
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Drought Warning Actions

• Reductions to (4) reservoir releases and (14) passing flows to allow for the opportunity to increase 
storage.

• Increased communication/outreach with Purveyors

• Updating Public Education/Communication
• Ensuring seasonally appropriate conservation tips are available
• Website “Weekly Update”

• Leak Detection and Interconnection Test Directive

• Continue to Monitor/Assess Weekly
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Regional Updates
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Northeast Water Supply Reservoirs

Depicted Reservoir Systems
• Jersey City – 96% 
• Newark – 93%
• Veolia – 87%
• NJDWSC – 90% 
• Combined – 90%

Combined System Status as of 6/8/26

Wanaque (NJDWSC)
May 2026

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

   

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
  

                                          

                   

                     

                     

  
 
  
 
  
  
  

  
  
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
  
  
 

 
  
  
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
  
  
 

  
 
  
 

 
  
  
 

 
  
  
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
  
  
 

        

                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                 
                                                                                  



NJWSA – Round Valley and Spruce 
Run as of 6/8/26

WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 16

Central Water Supply Reservoirs

• Round Valley Reservoir – 94%
• Spruce Run – 64%

• Due to large watershed can refill steadily with 
average rains

• Combined – 89%

Spruce Run 
May 2026
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Coastal North Water Supply Reservoirs

Depicted Reservoir Systems
• NJWSA Manasquan – 96% 
• NJAW - Swimming River - 95%
• NJAW - Glendola 94%
• Combined  - 96%

Combined System Status as of 6/8/26

Manasquan
June 2026
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Delaware River Basin – NYC Reservoirs
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Delaware River Basin – Salt Front
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Weather Forecasts
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Climate Forecasts
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Climate Forecasts – Near term Precipitation
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Status Recap & 
How You Can Help



• Drought Warning issued December 5, 2025
• 2025 overall was warm and dry
• 2026 Climate:

• January through March - cold and dry with some decent storms 
in March particularly in Northern NJ

• April - warm and dry
• May - cool and dry  

• Major reservoir storage levels generally adequate as of 
June 1

• Streamflow and groundwater still stressed

24

NJ is in Drought Warning

WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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What New Jerseyans can do

• Conserve Water

• Amplify NJDEP’s regular condition updates on drought.
• https://dep.nj.gov/conserve-water/toolkit/#social-posts

• Toolkit includes seasonally updated:
• Downloadable social medial posts.
• Printable Flyers
• Logos for the “Every Drop Counts” campaign.
• Water Conservation Model Ordinance - Municipalities can 

adopt a Sustainable Jersey water conservation model 
ordinance in time for spring

WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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THANK YOU
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