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Intro — DEP Drought of Concern and Monitoring
Process

Current Status, Hydrologic Conditions & DEP Actions
Regional Updates
Weather Forecasts

Status Recap & How You Can Help
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. What is a Drought?

Multiple Types
£ h Meteorological
o Droug t ¢ Periods of Low
Precipitation and high “... a water supply shortage of a dimension
heat which endangers the public health,

safety, or welfare in all or any part of the
/\ State...

Agricultural drologic/ N.J.S.A. 58:1A-4.a.

ater Suppl
* Evapotranspiration PRy
exceeds Drought

precipitation « Reductions in q NJDEP’S Drought

leading to water supplies

ins_ufficient soil such as reservoirs, Of CO n Ce rn
moisture to meet streams and
crop need. groundwater
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What we do

The Drought Monitoring Workgroup is a cross-program group that regularly monitors water supply conditions and makes
recommendations on drinking water supply status as well as ways to manage supplies. Based on the severity of the drinking water
supply status (Normal, Watch, Warning or Emergency), the group expands and contracts to incorporate impacted programs.

Collect data about Develop drought Once finalized and Based on severity, meet
precipitation, streamflow, indicators on a weekly approved, publish on set frequencies to
unconfined groundwater, basis indicators for deliberate, and advise
and reservoir levels distribution management on

drought status/actions

Note: there are different types of droughts which affect sectors differently (e.g. meteorological, agricultural), the DMWG focuses on Water Supply Drought



Indicator Hydrologic Science

6 Drought Regions

‘ Water Supply Status & Actions

Regulatory/Statutory
Authorized
Actions

Administrative
Actions

Drinking-Water-Supply Indicator I |
Region 90-day| 90-day | N.J. |Del. R.|Unconf. w
Status precip- |stream- | reser- | reser- | ground n Press Release Conservation —
itation | flow | voirs | voirs | water Alert to Systems
I n d |Cato rS' 7N N 'l
. Near or above normal . .
specific for b D Bl P
. Moderately dry | L3 s il FpL
each region Central == | == | = (i
Severely dry Y W v B @ w
./:'.:_'j'\.. / ::Z:\l. / ::I:‘l. ;::::Z: — 0 M an d ato r
Extremely dry v vV v v . -
TS n - . - Supply Side
ommissioners Measures
d Administrative Order Voluntar
.. . . Water_Supp|y Conservation
Decision Making & Recommendations Status

Consultation

No automatic “triggers” like other

states/agencies.

DMWG meets weekly during declining conditions
and recommendations to management.

Normal

Watch

Warning

Emergency

0 Governor’s S
Executive Order Vlanc .y
n Declares Demand Side
’ Emergency ' Measures
S Commissioner’s AO |
directs (Phases 1-4)




Current Status,
Hydrologic Conditions & Actions




. Current Status

From The Office of the State From The Office of the State

Climatologist 2026 General Climate Conditions Climatologist 2026
* Overall, 2025 was significantly drier
NJ Monthly Precipitation Departures (May 2(.):5“:April 202.?.)’% th an typl cal and trend h as continue d NJ Monthlxw"l"e‘mperature Departures (May 20251;&5:1 f:fi)...._,,.
= e into 2026. : TR
" * Early Summer 2025 had modest

H

rainfall, but since July precipitation has
been below average.

l II.Il.... e 21 of the last 24 months have seen

below average precipitation.

g
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Departure (inches)
g

Departure (°F)

H

&
8

T
8

5 ° a 5 o
3 = 2 & 8 2 8
A\ NATIONAL CENTERS FOR g\ NATIONAL CENTERS FOR
7 ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION

IVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION
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NEW JERSEY
Regional Drinking-Water-Supply Indicators May 31, 2026
& Declared Water-Supply Status

. Current Status -

Fabon

(& .
Drought Warning as of 12-5-2025 B A . — M
* 2026 has been dry except for the first half of March §| - H
when several storm systems yielded near average il S ST . - @@ @ - B2
precipitation totals Statewide, above averagein | | | = il O\ 9. (@) O (W)
the northern NJ. || ii -
 April and May were both on the drier side with T - g‘ o =]
below normal precipitation totals. | e -
* Reservoir storage levels generally adequate as of =l — B
Jupnet. L e Il _IENIWIL ]
* Streamflow and groundwater continues to be conis | g | gi -
stressed. — 4
| o i |4 s
Coastal 4 posmiE o !' i E ! e
s:m::m o ¢ | —- IR %
e WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT | A I Qe . 3




. Current Status- Regional Impacts (U.S. Drought

Monitor)

June 2, 2026 U.S. Drought Monitor June 2, 2026

(Released Thursday, June 4, 2026) (Released Thursday, Jun. 4, 2026)

Northeast Valid 8 am. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

Curment 49.64 | 1645 | 20.09 | 1382 [ 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week

05.26.2026 4701|1611 | 2270 | 1416 [ 0.02 | 0.00

IMonths Ago | 57 50 | 555 2283 | 1362 | 0.42 | 0.00
03-03-2026

Start of
Calendar Year | 24.63 | 28.38 | 2846 | 18.33 | 0.20 | 0.00
01-06-2026
Start of
Water Year 7.86 | 4289 | 2379 | 1878 | 6.67 | 0.00
03-30-2025

One YearAgo | g353| 543 | 084 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
06-03-2025

Intensity:

|:| None |:| D2 Severe Drought
|:| D0 Abnormally Dry -D3 Extreme Drought
|:| D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condtions

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:#droughtmonitor.unl edu/About aspx

Author:
Adam Allgood
NOAANWSI/NCER/CPC

Current U.S. Drought Monitor droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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’ Current Status- Neighbors

Delaware — Statewide Watch

Pennsylvania —Adjacent areas Watch/Normal

 New York State — Normal Statewide except Long ; T _
Island region = . E=
* New York City — Normal

DRBC - Normal (based on reservoir storages)
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30 Day Mean Areal Precipitation top{and 90 Day Mean Areal Precipitation top‘and
Departure from Average (bottom Departure from Average (bottom

05/09/2026 through 06/07/2026 03/10/2026 through 06/07/2026
For General Infofmation Only For General Infofmation Only

Precipitation
30 day and 90 day

Departures from Average . 4 b {Isy Departures from Average
Amounts in Inches . ) * Amounts in Inches
Greater than 75% Below bt o o 3 Greater than 75% Below

26% to 50% Below ! . ! 26% to 50% Below
11% to 25% Below 4 . o' 11% to 25% Below
10% Below to 10% Above 1 i 10% Below to 10% Above

NEW JERSEY § ; 11% to 25% Above L Y 11% to 25% Above
DEPARTMENT oF / 2 26% to 50% Above L 26% to 50% Above
ENVIRONMENTAL ] 7 ] -

PROTECTION reated by MARFC: Mon 08 Jun 2026 02:03:17 PN SRR T M Created by MARFC: Mon 08 Jun 2026 02:06:01 PN Greater than 75% Above




Average streamflow percentiles for past 30 days Average streamflow percentiles for past 90 days
May 09, 2026 to Jun 07, 2026 Mar 10, 2026 to Jun 07, 2026

Flow percentile categories Flow percentile categories
@ Aitime low for date (n=11) @ Aiitime low for date (n=11)

< 10t < 10t
@ fuch beiow normal (n=30) @ fiucn betow normal (n=34)
10th - 24th 10th - 24th
d Below normal (n=22) J Below normal (n=20)
@ 25th - 75th @ 25th-75th
Normal (n=6) Normal (n=4)
Above normal Above normal

@ Fuch sbove normal

Insufficient data (n=2) Insufficient data (n=2)
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4 ¥ Drought Warning Actions

* Reductions to (4) reservoir releases and (14) passing flows to allow for the opportunity to increase
storage.

* Increased communication/outreach with Purveyors

» Updating Public Education/Communication
* Ensuring seasonally appropriate conservation tips are available
* Website “Weekly Update”

 Leak Detection and Interconnection Test Directive

* Continue to Monitor/Assess Weekly
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Northeast Water Supply Reservoirs

Combined Northeast Reservoir Storage as of Combined System Status as of 6/8/26
6/8/2026
110 - Depicted Reservoir Systems
100 A * Jersey City —96%
¢
90 * Newark—-93%
80 - * Veolia—87%
70 * NJDWSC-90%
= 60 - * Combined —90%
E 50 -
% J
&~ 40 +
30 o
20 4 =<0 Average (1962-2019) & .
10] e e, P Wanaque (NJDWSC)
—®&— June 2026 to May 2027
. A May 2026
Tz 2 s : & = = = =z & = P
E = :’ & S é E E g g < §
This graph depicts the combined storage of reservoirs operated by City of Jersey City (Boonton & Split Rock), City of
Newark (Charlotteburg, Oak Ridge, Canistear, & Echo Lake), North Jersey District Water Supply Commission (Wanaque
& Monksville), and Veolia Water New Jersey (Oradell, Woodcliff Lake, & Lake Tappan)
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' Central Water Supply Reservoirs

Combined Round Valley-Spruce Run Reservoirs as of NJWSA - Round Va"ey and Spruce
10 - 01812026 Run as of 6/8/26
_— * Round Valley Reservoir — 94%
* Spruce Run —64%
* Due to large watershed can refill steadily with
_ average rains
) 70 - * Combined — 89%
Z 60 1
EREy
& 40 -
30 A
20 A —O— Average (1970-2001)
T === -June 2025 to May 2026
10 : —e— June 2026 to May 2027
0 +

Jun 30
Jul 31 7
Aug 31
Sep 30 -
Oct 31 7
Nov 30 -
Dec 31 +
Jan 31+
Feb 28 +
Mar 31 -
Apr 30
May 31 -

This graph depicts the combined storage of two reservoirs operated by the New Jersey Water Supply Authority:
Round Valley and Spruce Run
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Coastal North Water Supply Reservoirs

Combined Coastal North Reservoir Storage as of Combined System Status as of 6/ 8/ 26
6/8/2026
LS Depicted Reservoir Systems
100 *  NJWSA Manasquan —96%

* NJAW - Swimming River - 95%
* NJAW - Glendola 94%
e Combined -96%

90

80

70
- J
= 60 -
= i
~—
S 50
&
s J
& 40 -
30 A
20 -
J —@&— June 2026 to May 2027
10 -~ = = = =June 2025 to May 2026
1 ~=O== Average (1999-2023)
0 T T

WIanasquan
June 2026

Jun 30 7
Jul 31 T
Aug 31
Sep 30
Oct 31 7
Nov 30 7
Dec 31
Jan 31 7
Feb 28 T
Mar 31 7]
Apr 30
May 31

This graph depicts the combined storage of reservoirs operated by New Jersey American Water (Swimming River &
Glendola) and New Jersey Water Supply Authority (Manasquan)
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June 8, 2026

[T e p———

300 Total Combined Storage (BG) of New York City Delaware River Basin Reservoirs

ned storage = 267.46 BG

250 N
200
q
-
N

Combined Storage (BG)
@
(=]

100

Usable Storage CMMMV"‘Q Pepacton Neversink Total

50- Drought Watch BG 7.8 1358 338 257.4
- Drougnt Warmning % 93 9 975 975 96.2
Orought Emergency BG above drought watch = 67.4 BG below median = 9.1
s Current Year, cbserved BG above drought waming = 83.4  BG below one year ago = 13.3
Long Term Median BG above drought « 107 .4

Upcated: 2026-06-08 14:10

|
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Delaware River Basin — Salt Front

] R Ab o s Salt front Location Current Location: River Mile 70.9
Salt Front Location: v\

{ \ 3 L r16,000
RM 134
\ & ~ 70.5
June 8, 2026 ¥ 2 > 14,000
N ek, //\,\) )3 E
- e / P2
Normal June \___ Drinking Water Intakes } | f_f 69.0 12,000 _ —
P \ N\ 7 RM 110 = =8
Location: \Philadelphia [\ 4, 2 =2
RM 69 ; "1960's Drought of Record” 5.1, eosspolize. : g 67.5 10,000 ‘E::j g
. Ny RM\“”(\ RM 104.75 \H e N
\ 4 A “— c
/ s‘Camden 18,000 t ©
6/8/2026 II fi 40‘”( T § 66.01 gg
‘ \ t, .2 Walt Whitman Bridge = . =
Location: G E 6,000 52
9}
RM 70.8 Commodore Barry Bridge E 64 5 - e =
RM 81.8 i 4,000
S '
Salt front not tracked below RM 54. : >
™~ ‘Median Monthly Sait Front Location P
N/ RM 67 to RM 76
Median Monthly Salt Front Locations Delaware Memorial 2 63.0 2.000
January 69 i |
February n ( y ( A W & o " o " - " 0
March 70 \, B N Mies v v v Sv SV S¥ SV
: B eon ) @ Salem v 1V vV vV )V vV vV
April 67 | NOC et /\:\ rf) 0’5 ,\"\. ;\9 11:\ Qb‘
May 68 = | 0. 00 ot ?‘Q‘ ?9( \Ks\ “\'s\ \,@‘\ “@ﬁ \\)0
\ A 3 RM 54 ‘ Lower Extent of Median
June 69 Monthly Sait Location Notes: DRBC does not calculate the location of the saltfront below river mile 54
JuIy 70 ‘ Unpes Exterk of Medion Flow Is not plotted when data are missing due to equipment maifunction, maintenance or ice
AUEU st 7 4 b Monthy Salt Location
September 76 M * Drought of Record Daily Location === 7-Day average location Trenton Flow (cfs) Schuylkill Flow (cfs)
October 72 N Del River Basin C . Drinking Water Intake Updated' 2026-06-09 08:32
November 70 DELAWARE ¢ NEW JERSEY : '
PENNSYLVANIA o NEW YORK A Rier Mie Marker
December 69 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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" Climate Forecasts

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @ Seasonal Temperature Outlook @

‘\,. /]
Valid: Jun-Jul-Aug 2026 i Valid: Jun-Jul-Aug 2026
Issued: May 21, 2026 Issued: May 21, 2026

Probability Probability

(Percent Chance) (Percent Chance)
Above Near Below Above Near Below
Normal Normal Normal Normal Normal Normal
Leaning 33-40% 33-40%  33-40% Leaning Leaning J [ ] 33-40% 33-40%  33-40% Leaning
Above 0 a0-50% [ 40-50%  40-50% [ Below Above I s0-50% [ 40-50%  40-50% Below
N B 50-60% Equal 50-60% [ @ I 50-60% Equal 50-60% [N
- _ I 60-70%  chances  60-70% [ - ) I 60-70% Chances  60-70% [ ,
. kg‘;"‘; I 70-80% — 70-s0% [ ;:euz %, k‘;‘:\"i I 70-80% I 70-80% [ ;;eoz
L I s0-90% a0-90% [ e I s0-90% 80-00% [
S msan L I o0-100% 90-100% [ I <0-100% 90-100% [
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, Climate Forecasts — Near term Precipitation

8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook N7

— ) Valid: June 16 - 22, 2026
Issued: June 8, 2026

20.00
15.00
10.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.50
.00
.15
.50
25
.00
.1h

: gg 168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
: 10 Valid 127 Tue Jun 09 2026
: Thru 12Z Tue Jun 16 2026
<01 lissued: 1030Z Tue Jun 09 2026
Forecaster: WPC

DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC |

Rt
SHAP

B
Probability
\/‘h (Percent Chance)
=

Above Normal Below Normal

. ~ N Above

o . A hV] Q{> Leaning 33-40% Near 33-40% Leaning
& Above 40-50%  Normal  40-50% [ S Below

Aleutian Islands ) (- 50-60% | 50-60% [

. I 60-70% 60-70% [
e Near . Likely /" pu 70.50% 70-80% [ - Likel
Near « Normal Above N N Below

b o I 80-90% 80-90% [

.
.o . -
Normal . ok TPT S [ ©0-100% 90-100%

CoOCOORRFMMNMWR M-
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Status Recap &
How You Can Help




Water Supply Status and

; NJ i S i n D rou g ht Wa n i n g Actions

NORMAL

* Drought Warning issued December 5, 2025 Routine monitoring of water supply and

meteorological indicators. All conditions normal.

2025 overall was warm and dry
e 2026 Climate:

Focus placed on voluntary reductions in demand

* January through March - cold and dry with some decent storms through increased public awareness.
in March particularly in Northern NJ
* April - warm and dry @ WARNING @
* May - cool and dry DEP Commissioner issues order urging public to
* Major reservoir storage levels generally adequate as of R D SO L M B
orders to purveyors to manage supplies in most
J une 1 affected regions.

* Streamflow and groundwater still stressed -
EMERGENCY ‘@&

Governor orders mandatory restrictions on certain

uses of water, usually phased in as conditions
NEW JERSEY diskart :
DEPARTMENT oF eteriorate.
% ENVIRONMENTAL WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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* Conserve Water
* Amplify NJDEP’s regular condition updates on drought.

* https://dep.nj.gov/conserve-water/toolkit/#social-posts
* Toolkitincludes seasonally updated:

* Downloadable social medial posts.

* Printable Flyers

* Logos forthe “Every Drop Counts” campaign.

* Water Conservation Model Ordinance - Municipalities can
adopt a Sustainable Jersey water conservation model
ordinance in time for spring

Help Communicate That

Every Drop Counts.
e Drought Outreach Toolkit E

During a drought, it is important to
spread public awareness of both the
state’s water supply levels and and
how we can do our part to conserve

water. . Printable Flyers

VE RY @ Logo for Every Drop Counts
DROP
COUNTS

1 Social Posts

NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT oF
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

New Jersey is still in a

DROUGHT WARNING

NJ has been experiencing below average

. 'n a P .
erSeY ist precipitation for almost 2 years.
Ne\\l;' é‘HT WARNING | A DEFICIT OF ABOUT 25%
SN DRO \ Learn how you can help: R
e (j’ dep.nj.gov/conserve-water a
ex
1 oot UU
act: | .
Make @ BIG IMP g, isina =P}
choosewatefemdemapp“a“ce ‘ NeW Je‘se&‘ARN‘NG = - ‘
erheads ushin
nstait ow-flo¥ — T faucet off when brustid \ DROUG )\ \
Only run distwasher vnen Take shorter showers ‘ [

\\]/,‘n,\ 2// ( : \/\/ \ (;/‘ f;}"’.f‘/ \
B\G \mpact: \

in sprinkiers

nstall ow-flow tollets

ay

- ater leaks ]
w/repaif W rd

Checd our home andy2

aroun y ‘

ERY \
DROP

WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT



&

NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT oF
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

THANK YOU
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