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What Is a Tiny Forest?

• Densely-planted, native species 
microforest

• Expected to be a fully-formed 
forest in 20-30 years

• Provides biodiversity, stormwater 
management, carbon capture and 
can alleviate heat island effect
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Native 
Wildflowers

Anise 

Hyssop

Summersweet

Rattlesnake 

Master

Dense Blazing Star

Photos by Donna Goggin Patel and Mimi Zukoff



Pollinators at Work in the Tiny Forest

Swallowtail Butterfly Hummingbird Moth

Photos by Donna Goggin Patel and Lara Mendenhall 4

Bee



Tiny Forest Timeline
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Awarded $10,000 

New Jersey American 

Water Grant 

April 2021

Perform Soil Testing on 

Site

July 2021

Prepare Ground for 

Planting and Install 

Fence

Nov – Dec 2021

Ribbon Cutting and 

Spring Planting

April 2022

Awarded ANJEC 

Environmental 

Achievement Award

Oct 2022

Arbor Day 

Proclamation

May 2023

Arbor Day 

Proclamation

Oct 2024

Going Strong into Year 

5!

Sept 2026



Location – Behind Summit’s 
Community Center (100 Morris Ave)
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Tiny Forest Site Before Planting
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Preparing the Ground for Planting

Applying Biochar Laying Cardboard on Topsoil

Photos by Kieran Naidu and Donna Goggin Patel 8

Adding Mulch and Sand



Tiny Forest Site Over Time
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As of October 2022 As of September 2026

Photos by Dwight Hiscano Photography 



Tiny Forest Site Over Time
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As of August 2023 As of August 2025

Photos by Donna Goggin Patel



Weeding the Tiny Forest Over Time
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Creating Zones July 2022 Workday

Photos by Donna Goggin Patel



Collaborations in the Tiny Forest

Native Seed Library Air Bee ‘n Bee Hotel

Photos by Summit Free Public Library and Donna Goggin Patel 12

Bird Recording Data



Signage in the Tiny Forest

Large Educational Signs Tree/Shrub Identifiers

Photos by Donna Goggin Patel 13

Wildlflower Identifiers
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Planting List



Contributors
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Thank You

Donna Goggin Patel

summit.nj.ec@gmail.com

www.cityofsummit.org/tinyforest
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